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Of  Coin  Stories  -  Three  Cent  Shops  and 
Double  Eagle  Prizes,  Part  One 

by 

Scott  G.  Grieb 

My  numismatic  pursuits  have  for  many  years  included  collecting  anecdotes 
which  describe  how  people  used  coins  during  the  19th  century.  I  scour  books, 
magazines,  newspapers  and  even  photographs  to  uncover  some  tidbit  of  informa- 
tion which  will  shed  light  on  the  local  availability  of  coins  and  describe  any  related 
practices  or  customs.  I  also  like  to  share  what  I  have  found.  These  coin  stories  are 
always  popular  with  other  collectors.  People  enjoy  hearing  about  the  boy  who  used 
two  dimes  to  weasel  his  way  into  a  game  of  monte  and  then  nearly  broke  the  bank, 
or  the  frustrated  woman  in  Virginia  City,  Nevada  who  finally  mailed  25  cents  of  scrip 
back  east  to  where  "paper  money  was  appreciated",  or  how  a  "rusty  copper"  was 
tossed  into  the  air  and  we  now  have  Portland,  Oregon  instead  of  Boston,  Oregon. 
Hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  these  stories  exist.  I  have  to  admit  that  finding  a  good 
story  is  almost  as  satisfying  to  me  as  finding  another  coin  for  my  collection. 

The  aggravating  thing  about  these  stories  is  that  they  tend  to  be  short.  If  only  I 
could  find  pages  of  information  about  how  people  used  to  throw  away  their  small 
change,  how  they  would  not  accept  certain  coins,  or  how  they  would  shuffle  coins 
back  and  forth  in  their  hands  while  playing  cards!  Sadly,  the  vast  majority  of  the 
stories  that  I  have  found  consist  of  only  a  few  words  or  sentences.  They  rarely  last 
a  paragraph  or  more.  This  is  because  people  in  those  days  thought  there  was 
nothing  special  about  how  they  handled  their  money.  They  were  like  people  of  this 
century  and  simply  did  what  they  had  to  do.  For  example,  you  will  not  easily  find 
descriptions  about  how  modern  merchants  have  "penny"  trays  by  their  cash 
registers  so  that  customers  can  add  a  few  coins  to  their  payment  to  avoid  receiving 


A  Gambling  Saloon  in  Sante  Fe,  1854. 
Illustration  from  Saloons  of  the  Old  West  by  Richard  Erdoes. 
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cents  in  their  change,  or  that  many  people  believe  we  still  have  pure  copper  cents. 
It  is  usually  only  when  the  coins  are  somehow  significant  or  unusual  that  people 
mention  them  at  all. 

This  makes  it  difficult  to  determine  just  how  people  used  their  coins  during  the 
1 9th  century  or  what  they  really  thought  of  them.  However,  each  story  is  like  a  piece 
of  a  jigsaw  puzzle.  If  you  study  enough  of  them  the  pieces  begin  to  fit  together  and 
a  clear  picture  begins  to  emerge. 

In  part  one  of  this  article  I  will  describe  how  I  categorize  coin  stories  and  I  will 
discuss  a  few  examples.  In  part  two  of  the  article,  I  will  go  into  detail  about  one 
particular  trait  which  people  had  in  the  19th  century  concerning  coins  and  their 
denominations  -  the  trait  concerning  the  "three  cent  shops"  and  "double  eagle 
prizes"  in  the  title. 

Types  of  Coin  Stories 

There  are  many  ways  to  categorize  coin  stories.  One  method  is  to  list  each  story 
by  topic.  Topics  such  as  "coins  and  gamblers"  and  "coins  in  Texas",  to  name  a  few, 
are  possible.  A  second  method  is  to  separate  coin  stories  depending  on  how  the 
coins  were  mentioned.  In  other  words,  was  a  specific  denomination  mentioned  or 
did  the  author  simply  list  a  price?  Both  methods  offer  advantages  and  I  have  found 
that  cross  referencing  between  them  results  in  a  very  powerful  study  aid. 

Listed  below  are  six  types  of  stories  which  depend  upon  how  coins  are 
mentioned.  I  have  labeled  them  here  as  Type  1  through  Type  6  and  have  included 
an  example  or  two  of  each  kind.  Please  note  that  some  stories  may  fit  into  more  than 
one  category,  it  all  depends  upon  the  emphasis  you  place  on  the  story. 

Type  1:  Stories  in  which  a  particular  coin  is  discussed  as  opposed  to  merely 
being  mentioned.  For  example,  in  1866  the  motto  "IN  GOD  WE  TRUST"  was  added 
to  our  nation's  coins  from  quarters  to  double  eagles.  The  following  is  a  story  from 
San  Francisco: 

"The  first  double-eagle  with  this  legend  upon  its  reverse  face,  which  will 
hereafter  be  borne  upon  all  American  coins,  was  coined  at  the  branch  Mint  in 
this  city  and  exhibited  by  Mr.  Francis  Bret  Harte  to  us  yesterday.  It  was  struck 
off,  by  hand,  at  twenty  minutes  past  1 1  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  April  20. 
It  differs  from  the  old  $20  gold  piece  only  in  the  legend,  which  is  placed  within 
the  oval  ring  of  stars  over  the  eagle's  head  and  within  the  arc  of  rays  that 
stretches  from  wing  to  wing  ofthe  National  Bird.  In  orderto  make  roomforthe 
legend  the  circle  of  stars  has  been  enlarged  and  a  portion  ofthe  lower  ends 
ofthe  rays  cut  off.  The  lettering  is  not  very  perfectly  executed,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge,  some  of  the  letters,  indeed,  appear  to  crowd  the  others.  But  the  idea 
itself  is  a  good  one..." (1) 
What  distinguishes  this  story  is  its  examination  and  discussion  of  a  particular 
coin.  I  also  find  this  story  interesting  because  it  mentions  Bret  Harte  who  worked  as 
Secretary  for  the  San  Francisco  mint.  Bret  later  became  famous  as  a  writer  of  short 
western  stories  and  in  1 866  he  was  just  beginning  to  become  well  known.  He  wrote 
many  of  those  early  stories  in  what  was  described  as  his  "gloomy"  office  at  the  mint 
and  he  often  needed  to  get  out  and  clear  his  head.  I  wonder  which  story  he  was 
working  on  in  April  of  1866? 
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These  Type  1  stories,  which  discuss  a  particular  coin,  are  very  scarce.  It  would  be 
nice  if  they  were  more  common  because  they  always  generate  a  lot  of  interest. 
Fortunately  the  other  types  of  stories  also  have  much  to  offer. 

Type  2:  Stories  which  mention  a  coin  of  a  specific  denomination.  These  are 
much  more  common  than  the  Type  1  stories  and  a  rich  variety  is  available.  An 
interrelated  and  fascinating  pair  can  be  found  in  Albert  D.  Richardson's  book  "Beyond 
the  Mississippi".  Albert  was  a  traveling  newspaper  reporter  who  toured  the  western 
frontier.  In  1859  he  was  near  the  border  between  Colorado  and  Kansas: 

"Dined  at  Station  Sixteen,  kept  by  a  Vermont  boy  who  has  roamed  over  twenty- 
seven  states  of  the  Union.  Near  it  was  encamped  a  party  of  Arapahoes,  with  thirty 
or  forty  children  playing  on  the  grass.  The  boys  of  this  company  were  very  expert 
with  the  bow,  easily  hitting  a  silver  half-dollar  at  sixty  or  seventy  yards." (2) 

At  first  I  thought  Albert  meant  the  boys  were  merely  capable  of  hitting  a  half  dollar 
sized  target,  but  his  specific  use  of  the  word  silver  struck  me.  Perhaps  the  boys  really 
had  set  up  a  half  dollar  and  were  shooting  at  it!  That  theory  was  supported  when,  a 
few  pages  later,  he  wrote  of  discussions  he  had  with  Little  Raven,  the  local  Arapaho 
chief.  Through  years  of  dealing  with  the  local  white  people,  Little  Raven  had  become 
wealthy.  He  had  many  wives,  children  and  ponies.  Albert  described  him  as  being  "the 
nearest  approximation  I  ever  met  to  the  Ideal  Indian"  and,  because  he  himself  was  a 
bachelor,  Albert  felt  he  was  losing  the  conversation  when: 


A  Visit  From  Little  Raven. 
Drawing  from  Beyond  the  Mississippi  by  Albert  Richardson. 
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"I  produce  Colt's  new  patent  which  he  examines  with  great  curiosity  and 
admiration;  handling  it  cautiously,  as  if  it  were  an  infernal  machine,  and 
showing  a  childish  satisfaction  not  unmingled  with  terror,  as  I  discharge  the 
five  barrels  in  rapid  succession. 

How  much,  he  ventures  to  ask,  did  it  cost? 

I  mention  an  almost  fabulous  sum  and  his  respect  for  me  is  visibly 
augmented.  Even  the  Indian  is  moved  by  the  almighty  dollar  -  or  rather  the 
almighty  half-dollar;  for  that  is  the  only  denomination  of  specie  in  which  he  will 
receive  payments." (3) 

So  it  is  plausible  that  the  children  were  using  silver  half  dollars  as  targets.  One, 
they  were  not  a  poor  tribe,  and  two,  those  were  the  only  coins  their  chief  would 
accept  for  monetary  payment.  Perhaps  some  of  those  children  were  his. 

These  two  stories  are  typical  of  many  of  the  coin  stories  I  have  found.  Coins  are 
mentioned  only  matter-of-factly  and  as  part  of  a  longer  narrative.  When  presented 
alone  they  do  not  tell  us  much,  but  they  do  provide  insight  on  the  use  of  coins  when 
put  together. 

Type  3:  Stories  which  mention  coins  but  are  not  more  specific.  These  stories 
can  be  frustrating  because  we  numismatists  would  like  more  details!  Don't  just  tell 
me  coins  but  tell  me  if  they  were  half  dimes  or  dimes  or  quarters  or  whatever.  Still, 
they  lend  insight  into  the  people  of  the  day  and  I  have  found  several  which  illustrate 
how  people  in  the  1 9th  century  viewed  their  coins.  These  first  two  examples  come 
from  the  early  days  of  the  California  gold  rush.  In  the  first  an  argonaut  named  William 
M'Collum  was  stranded  in  Panama.  Between  attempts  to  book  passage  to  San 
Francisco  he  had  spent  his  time  exploring  the  area  and  enjoying  the  occasional 
fandango.  Things  got  a  little  hectic  at  one  fandango  because: 

"Some  Americans  patronizingly  tossed  coins  on  the  floor  and  disrupted  the 
dancing.  Pistols  and  knives  were  drawn  but  no  one  was  killed." (4) 

The  second  discusses  Theodore  T.  Johnson  who  made  a  quick  round  trip  to  the 
gold  fields  and  is  credited  as  being  the  first  returning  forty-niner  to  write  a  book 
about  his  adventures.  He  caught  a  berth  on  the  steamship  Oregon  which  sailed 
from  Panama  on  March  13,  1849.  Seats  were  sold  by  scalpers  at  a  premium  and 
Theodore  did  not  have  much  of  anything  left  when  the  Oregon  sailed  into  San 
Francisco  bay  on  April  1 : 

"Johnson  let  his  gaze  sweep  over  a  town  of  some  three  hundred  unpainted 
houses  plus  an  uncounted  number  of  tents.  Dozens  of  abandoned  ships  lay 
creaking  in  the  cove.  Calico,  silk,  and  furniture  were  piled  on  the  beach  in 
neglected  heaps.  Quart  bottles  of  gold  dust  perched  on  the  tables  at  gambling 
houses.  Johnson  plucked  some  small  change  out  of  the  mud  where  high 
rollers  had  scattered  it  and  bought  a  three  dollar  breakfast." (5) 

The  tossing  of  coins  by  people  on  the  frontier  was  a  common  event.  They  tossed 
coins  to  show  off  wealth,  to  help  bring  good  luck  and  to  show  appreciation  of  stage 
performers.  Some  people  even  saw  small  change  as  a  nuisance  and  therefore  an 
unacceptable  medium  of  exchange.  They  would  often  just  toss  it  into  the  street,  not 
caring  what  happened  to  it.  But  whenever  it  was  tossed,  there  was  usually  someone 
around  to  pick  it  up. 

This  last  example  of  coins  merely  being  mentioned  comes  from  New  York  City's 
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Fifth  Avenue  Theatre.  The  play  Pique  reached  its  one  hundredth  performance 
during  the  week  of  March  1 3, 1 876.  That  was  pretty  successful  for  those  days  and 
to  celebrate  during  that  week: 

"ticket  buyers  got  their  change  in  silver  every  night  except  Friday,  when 
gold  coins  were  used.  Since  the  smallest  gold  coin  was  a  dollar,  some  of  the 
audience  came  out  ahead." (6) 
This  was  in  the  days  when  circulating  coin  was  still  scarce  in  the  eastern  United 
States.  So,  notonly  was  the  theater  giving  out  something  special,  it  was  also  helping 
coin  circulation  return  to  normal. 

Stories  which  mention  coins  in  a  general  way  are  fairly  common.  However,  they 
must  be  carefully  interpreted.  In  the  1849  story,  Theodore  Johnson's  coins  could 
have  been  American,  Mexican,  Spanish,  French  or  they  could  have  come  from  any 
of  about  a  dozen  other  countries  because  this  story  took  place  before  the  Law  of 
February  21,1 857.  That  law  removed  foreign  coins  from  circulation  in  this  country. 
The  coins  handed  out  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Theatre  in  1 876,  long  after  foreign  coins 
were  to  have  been  removed  from  circulation,  were  most  assuredly  American. 

Type  4:  Stories  which  mention  prices  and  wages  but  are  not  always  more 

spec/Y/c.These  stories  are  extremely  common,  so  it  is  relatively  easy  to  track  prices 
and  wages  throughout  the  history  of  the  United  States.  Many  times  the  author  was 
only  listing  numbers,  since  bartering  tended  to  make  prices  little  more  than 
numbers  by  which  to  keep  score. 

Fortunately,  the  authors  phrasing  was  sometimes  such  that  he  or  she  seemed  to 
have  some  specific  form  of  money  in  mind.  The  tricky  part  is  knowing  which  one. 
Greenbacks,  silver  coin,  gold  coin  and  gold  dust  were  all  used  at  one  time  or 
another.  Varying  exchange  rates  between  these  forms  of  money,  just  as  we  have 
today  between  foreign  currencies,  can  make  this  information  vital  to  a  full  under- 
standing of  the  story.  A  good  pricing  example  comes  from  Denison,  Texas  in  1 872: 

"The  cotton  produced  within  a  radius  of  100  miles  of  the  freak  town  was 
wagoned  in  and  sold  for  1 7  cents  a  pound  in  gold,  gold  being  worth  1 0  cents 
more  on  the  dollar  than  greenbacks." (7) 

Denison  was  an  unusual  mix  of  northern  town  layout  and  southern  architecture, 
hence  the  use  of  the  word  freak.  Also,  Denison  was  a  trading  and  farming  center. 
With  no  source  of  gold  dust  in  the  area  the  gold  noted  above  had  to  be  gold  coin. 

Wages  varied  greatly  throughout  the  1 9th  century.  But  in  general,  a  wage  of  $5 
to  $6  per  day,  or  a  bit  less  if  room  and  board  was  thrown  in,  was  good.  At  the  bottom 
of  the  rung  were  those  jobs  which  paid  only  $1  to  $2  a  day.  They  were  often  the  most 
menial  jobs  of  all. 

Immigrants  usually  started  out  looking  for  work  in  the  cities  and  formed  a  large 
labor  force.  Ole  Andersen  was  a  Danish  immigrant  in  Omaha  in  1890.  He  wrote 
home: 

"I'm  working  at  a  slaughterhouse  where  pigs  and  cattle  are  butchered.  I  get 
paid  $1 .50  a  day,  and  room  and  board  cost  $3.75  a  week." (8) 

Farm  workers  were  another  large  group,  you  got  to  go  outside  but  the  wages 
were  about  the  same.  One  farm  worker  in  1872  Wisconsin  reported  that 

"wages  are  a  dollar  or  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  day  during  the  harvest  season, 
but  usually  sixteen  to  twenty  dollars  a  month." (9) 
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If  farming  did  not  suit  the  laborer  then  other  possibilities,  such  as  herding  cattle, 
were  possible.  Wages  were  a  little  higher,  probably  because  this  was  skilled  labor, 
and  after  the  Civil  War  a  wage  of  $30  a  month  was  common.  Many  successful  cattle 
ranchers  reported  that  they  got  into  the  cattle  business  because  they  did  not  like 
being  behind  a  plow.  Issac  Pryor,  a  successful  Texas  cattle  rancher  got  into  the 
business  that  way  in  1 870,  but  only  after  he  had  also  consulted  a  phrenologist: 

"I  asked  what  I  owed  him. 

'Ten  dollars.' 

I  paid  it  -  two  thirds  of  a  month's  salary.  Then  I  rode  back  to  the  farm.  While 
we  were  eating  breakfast  before  daylight  the  next  morning  I  pulled  out  the  sheet 
of  paper  I  had  paid  ten  dollars  for  and  put  it  on  the  table.  Then  I  thumped  my  head 
and  said,  'Mr.  Cain,  everything  in  this  head  is  in  this  paper.  It  don't  say  a  damned 
word  about  plowing.  I'm  going  to  follow  cows  instead  of  mules.' " (10) 

Working  for  yourself  brought  the  best  wages.  In  the  early  1870s  Frank  H.  Mayer 
was  a  buffalo  runner,  as  buffalo  hunters  referred  to  themselves.  Years  later  he 
recalled: 

"When  I  went  into  business,  I  sat  down  and  figured  that  I  was  indeed  one 
of  fortunes  children.  Just  think!  There  were  20,000,000  buffalo,  each  worth  at 
least  $3  -  $60,000,000.  At  the  very  outside  cartridges  cost  25  cents  each,  so 
every  time  I  fired  one  I  got  my  investment  back  twelve  times  over.  I  could  kill 
a  hundred  a  day,  $300  gross,  or  counting  everything,  $200  net  profit  a  day. 

...  marketing  was  no  problem.  Buyers  at  every  frontier  [post]  offered  cash 
for  hides."  <11> 

Frank's  certainty  about  the  value  of  buffalo  hides  and  the  cost  of  ammunition 
makes  this  a  valuable  statement  for  anyone  interested  in  the  economics  of  buffalo 
hunting.  It  would  be  nice  to  know  which  form  of  money  the  buyers  used  to  pay  for 
the  buffalo  hides. 

During  the  19th  century,  twenty-five  cents  was  a  common  price  for  simple 
amusements  around  the  old  west.  Here  is  an  example: 

"A  quartz  boulder  found  at  Forest  Hill,  Placer  County,  in  May,  '58,  weighing 
forty-four  pounds,  was  over  half  gold  and  was  valued  at  $5000.  It  was  placed  on 
exhibition  at  the  Forrest  Theater  in  Sacramento  at  twenty-five  cents  a  peep." (12) 

And  another: 

"A  whale  drifted  in  south  of  the  Cliff  House  and  was  "tented"  by  the  first 
finder,  who  charged  25  cents  to  view  the  smelly  visitor." (13) 

During  the  Civil  War  at  least  four  whales  were  beached  in  the  San  Francisco  area. 
Truetothe  gold  rush  spirit,  whoeverfound  a  whale  could  claim  it.  Eventually  they  were 
all  rendered,  but  first  the  finders  made  money  by  charging  admission  to  see  their 
whale.  Business  was  good.  The  first  remained  on  display  so  long  its  stench  got  its 
finder  arrested!  The  second  whale,  the  one  noted  above,  apparently  also  did  well.  But 
public  curiosity  had  faded  by  the  time  the  fourth  whale  beached.  Its  finder  quickly  put 
out  word  that  he  wished  to  have  it  rendered,  just  apply  for  the  job  at  his  stables. 

Sometimes  twenty  five  cents  was  too  much.  People  complained  that  the  charge 
for  the  wretched  coffee  atthe  Vienna  Bakery  and  Cafe,  part  of  the  1876  Philadelphia 
Exhibition,  was  "a  whole  quarter  of  a  dollar." (14) 


8 


Of  course,  just  because  something  cost  twenty  five  cents  does  not  mean  that  only 

quarters  were  accepted.  In  the  east,  people  were  not  so  particular  and  circulating 

coinage  included  cents  and  nickels,  as  well  as  paper  scrip  and  postage  stamps. 

Silver  and  gold  coins  were  preferred  in  the  west,  but  only  if  the  coin  had  some  heft. 

Small  change,  coins  less  than  a  dime,  were  not  a  factor.  They  were  not  popular  in 

the  old  west  and  barely  circulated  there. 

Even  from  its  earliest  days  the  west  held  that  peculiar  attitude  towards  small  sums 

of  money,  a  trait  noted  by  many  authors.  The  following  is  from  the  Calaveras  river 

region  during  the  California  gold  rush,  1849: 

"While  waiting  for  breakfast,  I  saw  a  curious  exemplification  of  the  careless 
habit  of  miners,  in  regard  to  money.  One  of  the  mule-drivers  wanted  to  buy  a 
pistol  which  belonged  to  another,  and  as  the  article  was  in  reality  worth  next 
to  nothing,  offered  him  three  dollars  for  it.  "I  will  sell  nothing  for  such  a  beggarly 
sum",  said  the  owner:  "you  are  welcome  to  take  the  pistol."  The  other  took  it, 
but  laid  the  three  dollars  on  a  log,  saying:  "you  must  take  it,  for  I  shall  never 
touch  it  again."  "Well,"  was  the  reply,  "then  I'll  do  what  I  please  with  it;"  and 
he  flung  the  dollars  into  the  road  and  walked  away.  An  Irishman  who  stood  by, 
raked  in  the  dust  for  some  time,  but  only  recovered  about  half  the  money." (15) 

Only  in  the  last  sentence  does  it  become  clear  that  the  author  was  not  talking 
about  silver  dollars,  or  any  other  form  of  coin,  but  gold  dust.  The  astute  history  buff 
could  guess  as  much.  But,  contrary  to  popular  belief,  coin  did  circulate  in  the  gold 
rush  regions.  It  was  only  because  gold  dust  was  so  common  that  it  became  a 
medium  of  exchange. 

Type  5:  Stories  which  are  peripheral  but  still  related  to  coins.  These  stories 
do  not  directly  discuss  coins,  prices,  wages  or  some  form  of  money.  Yet  numismatists 
can  find  value  in  them.  This  little  chestnut,  complete  with  double  entendre  and  pun, 
comes  from  the  Nunda  Weekly  Advertiser  of  Illinois,  November  1 7,  1 875: 

"When  your  child  puts  a  penny  into  its  mouth  instead  of  its  pocket  or  the 
contribution  box,  give  it  caster  oil  at  night  and  whites  of  eggs  three  times  a  day, 
avoiding  all  acids,  until  specie  payments  are  resumed." 

Patience  with  the  lack  of  circulating  coin  had  worn  thin  by  late  1 875,  as  evidenced 
above.  The  Specie  Resumption  Act  had  been  passed  on  January  1 4  of  that  year  but 
it  took  time,  and  distribution  adjustments,  to  get  coins  circulating  again  throughout 
the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States.  But  do  not  worry  about  Nunda,  now  Crystal 
Lake,  Illinois.  Increased  production  and  American  coins  returning  from  overseas 
soon  provided  more  than  enough  specieforthe  channels  of  commerce.  On  May  29, 
1880  this  same  paper  reported  that  the  United  States  contained  "$125,000,000 
more  coin  now  than  it  did  one  year  ago."  That  number  was  way  off.  Department  of 
Commerce  statistics  indicate  the  amount  of  subsidiary  silver  in  circulation  in  1 879 
was  closer  to  $61 ,000,000.  But  it  made  good  reading. 

The  San  Francisco  mint,  circa  1865,  provides  an  interesting  little  anecdote: 

"Forthe  excitement  of  strangers,  the  workmen  pour  a  glowing,  red-hot  stream 
of  melted  gold  into  their  hands  for  a  moment,  and  then  empty  it  out,  without 
receiving  a  burn.  The  perspiration  protects  them,  as  plumbers  thrust  their 
fingers,  wet  with  cold  water,  into  liquid  lead,  and  smelters,  into  molten  iron."  (16> 
The  last  story  for  this  section  is  relatively  recent  in  origin,  but  when  I  read  it  I  knew 
I  had  to  use  it  somewhere.  It  concerns  Oscar  Levant,  20th  century  pianist  and  author: 
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"The  model  for  the  face  on  the  Liberty  Head  dime  was  Mrs.  Wallace 
Stevens,  wife  of  the  famous  poet.  Introduced  once  to  Stevens,  Oscar  Levant's 
first  words  were:  "Why  shouldn't  you  be  a  great  poet?  I'd  be  inspired  too  if  my 
wife  had  little  wings  where  her  ears  should  be." (17) 

Type  6;  Stories  which  are  peripheral  but  help  us  understand  people  and  their 
attitude  towards  coins  and  money.  I  like  to  think  of  these  stories  as  those  which 
shed  light  on  why  people  in  the  1 9th  century  thought  more  about  their  coinage  than 
we  do  today.  For  example,  before  the  Civil  War  people  had  to  think  about  things 
such  as  which  type  of  foreign  coin  to  accept.  During  the  war,  and  afterward, 
circulating  coinage  was  scarce  for  much  of  the  country  and  so  it  was  a  bit  novel. 
Without  the  distractions  of  such  things  as  television  and  computers,  there  was  time 
to  consider  how  coinage  looked,  what  it  was  made  of,  what  it  was  really  worth  and 
how  to  wring  out  its  last  bit  of  value.  This  attention  to  detail  carried  to  many  facets 
of  daily  life.  For  example,  the  inhabitants  of  mining  regions  could  often  tell,  just  by 
looking,  which  ore  or  which  dust  came  from  which  mine  or  which  stream.  That 
information  was  important  to  them  because  there  were  often  slight  differences  in 
value.  The  following  is  from  Virginia  City,  Montana: 

"Gold  dust  was  not  worth  the  same  amount  per  ounce  from  one  poke  to  the 
next,  that  from  some  local  gulches  assaying  some  silver,  while  other  gulches 
might  produce  a  dust  containing  platinum,  which  shot  its  worth  up  consider- 
ably. To  the  expert,  the  dust  from  each  gulch  had  characteristics  of  its  own  - 
coloring  varied  from  pale  yellow  to  dark;  the  shape  of  the  flakes  varied  also, 
some  being  flatly  smooth,  others  rounded;  while  dust  from  a  third  gulch  might 
be  rough,  not  having  been  worn  down.  Gold  out  of  Alder  Gulch  contained  a 
lot  of  natural  sand.  The  experienced  storekeeper  and  banker  knew  his  gold  or 
hired  an  expert  who  did.  He  paid  as  little  for  his  gold  as  he  possibly  could.  If 
the  miner  was  not  an  expert,  he  had  to  take  what  he  could  get  for  it.  The 
merchant  and  banker  also  took  advantage  of  the  unwary  and  inexperienced 
by  taking  in  high-grade  dust  but  always  giving  out  low-grade." (18) 

Attention  to  detail  was  demanded  and  often  required  to  get  ahead.  Sanders 
Norvell  was  a  hardware  man  who  began  his  career  in  the  early  1880s  with  the 
Simmons  Hardware  Company  of  St.  Louis: 

"Mr.  Simmons  without  any  preliminaries  told  me  if  I  would  come  down  the 
following  Monday  morning  at  7:30  I  could  go  to  work  in  stock  and  that  my 
"compensation"  would  be  $20  per  month.  Even  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment 
I  could  not  think  of  the  large  size  of  the  word  "compensation"  and  the  small  size 
of  my  salary! 

The  number  of  pages  of  orders  each  clerk  got  out  and  the  number  of  errors 
he  made  were  posted  on  a  blackboard.  In  time  our  salaries  were  adjusted 
according  to  our  records.  I  was  never  a  very  swift  stock  clerk,  but  I  was  an 
accurate  one.  I  never  stood  out  at  the  top  in  the  number  of  pages  got  out,  but  I 
frequently  headed  the  list  on  account  of  my  lack  of  errors.  It  was  not  long  before 
I  was  receiving  what  seemed  to  me  the  princely  salary  of  $60  per  month." (19) 

Saunders  also  writes  about  a  50  cent  supper  allowance  when  he  and  his  fellow 
workers  stayed  late.  Even  then  "the  boys  tried  to  save  out  a  dime  of  the  50  cents  for 
a  cigar!"  Dime  cigars  were  high  quality  in  those  days. 

One  last  story.  Due  to  their  weight,  gold  and  silver  coins,  while  popular,  were  not 
always  favored.  This  helped  lead  to  the  eventual  acceptance  of  paper  money  but 
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the  debate  lasted  throughout  the  19th  century.  James  Polk,  eleventh  President, 
preferred  using  gold  and  silver.  His  wife  could  be  more  practically  minded.  In  1 834, 
before  becoming  President,  he  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  were  traveling  from  home  in 
Tennessee  to  Washington,  D.C.  One  morning  he  was  short  of  pocket  money  so  he 
asked  Sarah  for  a  bag  of  specie  hidden  away  in  their  trunks.  A  bit  upset,  she  opened 
up  one  of  their  trunks  and  began  searching.  "Don't  you  see,"  she  said,  "how 
troublesome  it  is  to  carry  around  gold  and  silver?"  Polk  replied  that  he  just  wanted 
the  money.  Turning  a  trunk  upside  down,  Sarah  finally  shook  out  a  bag  of  coin. 
"Why,"  she  said,  "if  we  must  use  gold  and  silver  all  the  time,  a  lady  can  scarcely  carry 
enough  money  with  her." (20) 

Where  to  Find  Coin  Stories 

Like  gold,  coin  stories  are  where  you  find  them.  My  favorite  sources  are  personal 
travelogues  published  in  the  19th  century.  Whenever  anything  unusual  was 
encountered  the  authors  would  write  about  it.  Those  unusual  encounters  often 
included  some  mention  of  coins.  Their  original  wording  is  also  an  advantage.  We 
do  not  have  to  fearthat  someone  has  reinterpreted  what  was  written  and  exchanged 
modern  terms  for  old,  that  is  inserted  nickel  for  half  dime.  Personal  memoirs  written 
in  the  1 9th  or  early  20th  centuries  are  also  good  sources,  especially  those  written 


Running  the  Gold  into  Ingots  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 
From  Hutchins  California  Magazine,  October  1856. 
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by  people  who  ran  small  businesses.  People  from  all  over  the  country  wrote 
memoirs  and  they  often  mention  how  coins  played  a  part  in  transactions. 

Old  newspapers  contain  lists  of  prices,  and  occasionally  mention  coins,  but  they 
do  not  yield  as  many  discussions  about  coins  as  I  would  expect.  That  is  probably  due 
to  their  mostly  being  written  by  people  who  were  already  familiar  with  the  local 
peculiarities  regarding  coins  and  money.  It  was  not  new  to  them  and  so  it  was  not 
news. 

Modern  college  history  text  books  provide  useful  background  information  but 
rarely  contain  useful  coin  stories.  Money  is  money  to  these  authors  and  they  rarely 
discuss  coins.  Also,  many  college  texts  concentrate  on  the  politics  and  politicians  of 
the  day.  As  a  result,  they  present  little  which  describes  the  people  and  howthey  lived. 
On  the  other  hand,  recent  20th  century  history  texts  which  concentrate  on  one 
particular  event  or  locality  can  be  excellent  sources  of  information.  These  authors  tend 
to  quote  original  sources  and  as  stated  above,  the  original  wording  is  what  is  needed. 

So  where  do  you  find  all  these  books  and  newspapers?  Used  book  stores,  the 
type  that  specialize  in  hardbacks,  and  public  libraries  are  excellent  sources.  In 
Illinois,  where  I  live,  there  is  an  interlibrary  loan  service  which  allows  me  access  to 
any  library  book  in  the  state,  including  those  in  rare  book  collections.  Libraries  also 
have  19th  century  newspapers,  eitherthe  originals  or  copies  on  microfilm.  Microfilm 
viewing  machines  often  have  copiers  built  into  them.  Larger  book  stores  will  often 
have  the  modern  specialty  history  books  I  mentioned.  They  are  also  carried  by 
historical  societies.  Some  universities  maintain  mail  order  houses  which  specialize 
in  history.  Good  book  stores  know  how  to  contact  them. 

It  also  helps  to  have  some  specific  titles  to  search  for.  Many  titles  may  be  found 
in  the  reference  lists  given  at  the  back  of  historical  texts.  One  can  lead  to  another 
and  then  to  another.  It  is  amazing  just  how  many  books  were  written  by  people  in 
the  last  century  and  how  many  coin  stories  are  out  there! 

List  of  References 

Following  are  the  numbered  references  given  in  this  article.  I  have  also  written 
a  little  something  about  each  book.  Their  availability  and  cost  vary. 

1 .  The  Man  Who  Built  San  Francisco  by  Julian  Dana.  The  Macmillan  Company, 
New  York,  1936.  Page  208.  This  is  the  story  of  William  Ralston,  early  west 
banker  and  investor,  who  helped  make  San  Francisco  afinancial  center.  Julian 
extensively  quotes  old  newspapers  and  includes  many  interesting  anecdotes 
of  the  day.  This  book  includes  many  coin  stories. 

2.  Beyond  the  Mississippi  by  Albert  D.  Richardson.  American  Publishing  Com- 
pany, New  York,  1 867.  Page  1 72.  Albert  toured  the  western  United  States  and 
wrote  about  his  experiences.  This  book  is  especially  rich  in  first  person  coin 
stories. 

3.  Beyond  the  Mississippi  by  Albert  D.  Richardson.  Page  192. 

4.  Gold  Dust  by  Donald  Dale  Jackson.  University  of  Nebraska  Press,  Lincoln  and 
London,  1 980.  Page  1 1 4.  This  book  has  many  coin  stories  and  is  also  one  of 
the  best  I  have  ever  read  about  the  California  gold  rush. 

5.  Gold  Dust  by  Donald  Dale  Jackson.  Pages  116-11 7. 

6.  Centennial,  American  Life  in  1876  by  William  Pierce  Randel.  Chilton  Book 
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Company,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  London,  1969.  Page  335.  This  book 
discusses  everyday  life  in  the  United  States  in  1876.  It  has  many  first  person 
accounts  by  visitors  to  America.  It  is  mostly  background  information  for  the 
interested  numismatist.  It  also  has  a  few  good  coin  stories. 

7.  Entrepreneurs  of  the  Old  West  by  David  Dary.  University  of  Nebraska  Press, 
Lincoln  and  London,  1986.  Page  272.  This  history  of  American  frontier  busi- 
nesses mainly  discusses  prices  and  wages.  It  mentions  coins  only  a  few  times. 

8.  Danes  in  North  America  edited  by  Frederick  Hale.  University  of  Washington 
Press,  Seattle  and  London,  1984.  Page  104.  Reprints  of  letters  by  Danish 
immigrants  from  the  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries.  Most  all  areas  of 
the  United  States  are  covered.  Wages,  beer,  work  and  religion  are  big  topics. 

9.  Danes  in  North  America.  Page  1 6. 

10.  Cow  People  by  J.  Frank  Dobie.  Little  Brown  and  Company,  Boston  and 
Toronto,  1964.  Page  17.  Excellent  overview  of  cow  people  by  an  English 
professor  who  was  raised  in  the  ranching  business.  Much  of  it  was  compiled  in 
the  1920s.  Some  good  coin  stories  from  the  Texas  region. 

1 1 .  Entrepreneurs  of  the  Old  West  by  David  Dary.  Pages  218-220. 

12.  The  Autobiography  of  Charles  Peters  by  Charles  Peters.  The  LaGrave  Com- 
pany, Sacramento,  circa  1915.  Page  1 1 0.  Memories  of  the  oldest  living  forty- 
niner  in  California.  Many  interesting  anecdotes  and  coin  stories. 

13.  The  Man  Who  Built  San  Francisco  by  Julian  Dana.  Pages  151 , 171 , 174, 175  and 
188. 

14.  Centennial,  American  Life  in  1876  by  William  Pierce  Randel.  Page  298. 

15.  Eldorado  or,  Adventures  in  the  Path  of  Empire  by  Bayard  Taylor.  Goerge  P. 
Putnam  &  Company,  1 856.  Pages  80-81 .  Record  of  a  newspaper  reporter  who 
traveled  to  and  from  the  California  gold  fields  in  1 849.  Many  coin  stories  from 
both  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

16.  Beyond  the  Mississippi  by  Albert  D.  Richardson.  Page  459. 

17.  Little  Brown  Book  of  Anecdotes,  Clifton  Fadiman  general  editor.  Little,  Brown 
and  Company,  Boston  and  Toronto,  1985.  Page  352.  Collection  of  short 
anecdotes  about  famous  people. 

1 8.  Gold  Camp,  Alder  Gulch  and  Virginia  City,  Montana  by  Larry  Barsness.  Hastings 
House,  New  York,  1 962.  Page  1 74.  History  of  this  gold  camp,  a  few  good  coin 
stories. 

19.  Forty  Years  of  Hardware  by  Saunders  Norvell.  Hardware  Age,  New  York  City, 
1924.  Pages  27-32.  Sanders  concentrated  on  the  philosophy  of  how  to  run  a 
business  and  mixed  in  a  good  selection  of  business  style  anecdotes.  Afew  brief 
coin  stories. 

20.  Presidential  Anecdotes  by  Paul  F.  Boiler,  Jr.  Penguin  Books,  New  York,  1982. 
This  book  has  a  few  good  coin  stories. 
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Variety  Analysis  of  Business  Strike  Trade  Dollars 

by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 

Trade  Dollars  have  significant  obverse  and  reverse  types  identified  by  the 
following  attributes: 

Variety  Identifying  Characteristics 

Type  I  Obverse    LIBERTY  Ribbon  Tips  point  to  the  left. 

Hand  holding  olive  branch  has  3  fingers. 

Type  II  Obverse    LIBERTY  Ribbon  Tips  point  down. 

Hand  holding  olive  branch  has  4  fingers. 


Type  I  Reverse 
Type  II  Reverse 


Berry  underneath  eagle's  sinister  claw. 
No  Berry  underneath  eagle's  claw. 


For  business  strike  coins,  Table  1  below  outlines  the  currently  known  Type  I  and 
Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  combinations. 


Table  1 

Obverse/Reverse      Dates  for  which  Die  Combinations  are  Known 
Variety 

Type  l/l  1 873,  1 873-CC,  1 873-S,  1 874,  1 874-CC,  1 874-S,  1 875, 

1875-CC,  1875-S,  1875-S/CC,  1876,  1876-CC,  1876-S 
Type  l/ll  1 875,  1 875-CC,  1 875-S,  1 876,  1 876-CC,  1 876-S 

Type  ll/ll  1 876,  1 876-S,  1 877,  1 877-CC,  1 877-S,  1 878-CC,  1 878-S 

Over  the  last  couple  of  years,  I  have  created  a  database  of  Trade  Dollars  offered 
for  sale  through  auction  catalogs  by  Bowers  &  Merena,  Heritage,  Stack's  and 
Superior.  I  have  attributed  as  many  coins  as  possible  as  to  their  Type  I  or  Type  II 
obverse  or  reverse  varieties.  The  sample  size  is  730  coins  in  all  grades  both 
circulated  and  mint  state.  Included  in  this  analysis  are  coins  which  have  been 
cleaned  or  chop  marked  as  well  as  certified  coins.  The  information  presented  here 
is  submitted  without  regard  to  the  grade  level  as  the  focus  was  to  assess  the  relative 
rarity  and  availability  of  Trade  Dollars  for  each  date  as  well  as  to  determine  the  rarity 
of  Type  I  or  Type  II  obverse  and  reverse  varieties  within  each  year.  I  feel  that  this  was 
a  fairly  random  collection  of  data  on  the  Trade  Dollar  series  and  is  a  reasonable 
representation  of  the  populations  in  general.  Two  caveats  should  be  considered.  1 ) 
The  frequency  of  rare  date  coins  in  this  sample  may  be  higher  than  in  the  general 
population  as  some  coins  tend  to  garner  higher  prices  and  may  be  auctioned  more 
frequently  than  they  exist  in  the  overall  population.  2)  Coins  were  included  in  the 
sample  only  if  they  were  single  coin  lots.  This  selection  procedure  probably  biases 
the  sample  toward  better  dates  and  better  grades.  Chart  1  is  an  overview  of  the 
results  of  this  analysis.  The  raw  data  from  which  Chart  1  was  derived  is  given  in  the 
table  at  the  end  of  this  article.  As  an  additional  note,  the  number  of  certified  coins 
in  all  grades  was  approximately  20%  of  the  total  population  sampled,  a  fairly  low 
percentage. 
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Chart  1 
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Year 


Observations 

1 873  :  The  frequency  of  1 873  Trade  Dollars  is  as  expected.  This  date  is  fairly  scarce 
at  about  3%  of  the  population  sampled. 

1873-CC  :  This  date  is  also  fairly  scarce  at  about  3%  of  the  sample.  However,  I 
believe  that  the  data  suggests  a  frequency  that  is  higher  than  what  exists  in  the 
general  population.  1 873-CC  coins  are  rare  and  recognized  as  such.  True  mint 
state  coins  of  this  date  are  extremely  rare  and  no  certified  mint  state  coins  were 
observed  in  the  entire  data  set. 

1 873-  S  :  The  frequency  of  this  date  was  3%  of  the  sample.  As  in  the  case  of  all  1 873 
coins,  most  were  shipped  to  the  Orient  as  a  US  trade  currency. 

1 874  :  The  frequency  of  1 874  Trade  Dollars  was  a  surprise.  This  date  comprised 
only  1 .5%  of  the  overall  sample.  Although  I  feel  that  this  is  an  underrated  date, 
I  believe  that  it  is  not  as  scarce  as  these  numbers  would  indicate.  Certainly,  it  is 
not  twice  as  rare  as  each  of  the  1 873  coins  mentioned  above. 

1 874-  CC  :  This  date  was  4%  of  the  sample.  Butthis  date  is  probably  more  rare  than 
its  numbers  would  indicate.  Coins  from  the  Carson  City  mint  are  probably  seen 
in  auctions  with  a  higher  frequency  than  they  appear  in  the  general  population 
due  to  their  marketability. 
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1 874-  S  :  This  date  is  the  first  one  that  I  believe  belongs  in  the  middle  tier  of  rarity. 
It  comprised  6%  of  the  sample. 

1875  :  This  date  was  minted  with  two  reverses,  Type  I  and  Type  II.  This  date  was 
only  1 .5%  of  the  sample  with  both  reverses  combined.  Either  variety  is  rare  with 
the  Type  l/l  variety  being  3  times  more  rare  in  this  sample  than  the  Type  l/ll 
variety.  In  Bowers'  excellent  reference,  "Silver  Dollars  &  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia",  he  gives  a  ratio  of  Type  l/l  to  Type  I/ 
II  as  1  to  5-1 0. 1  concur  with  his  estimate  as  I  have  tried  for  several  years  to  find 
a  high  grade  example  of  the  Type  l/l  variety  without  success.  Furthermore,  the 
two  Type  l/l  coins  listed  in  auction  catalogs  in  this  sample  were  both  impaired. 
One  had  been  cleaned  and  the  other  was  chop  marked. 

1 875-  CC  :  The  overall  rarity  of  this  date  was  5%  of  the  sample.  The  1 875-CC  date 
also  comes  in  two  varieties,  Type  l/l  and  Type  l/ll.  The  ratio  observed  in  this 
sample  for  Type  l/l  to  Type  l/ll  was  approximately  20  to  1 .  The  Type  l/ll  variety 
is  a  reasonably  scarce  coin  but  I  have  noted  several  examples  from  personal 
observation  and  feel  that  it  is  not  prohibitively  rare. 

1 875-S  :  This  is  quite  a  common  date  for  Trade  Dollars.  This  is  substantiated  by  the 
fact  that  it  constitutes  approximately  12%  of  the  sample.  The  variety  ratio 
observed  in  the  samplefor  Type  l/l  to  Type  l/ll  coins  is  approximately  7  to  1 .  Many 
of  the  coins  in  the  sample  were  not  attributed  by  variety  and  were  thus 
designated  as  Unknown. 

1 875-  S/CC  :  This  is  a  very  rare  Trade  Dollar  variety  with  an  observed  frequency  in 
the  sample  of  just  over  1  %. 

1 876  :  The  combined  frequency  of  all  varieties  of  this  date  was  approximately  5%. 
This  date  was  minted  with  three  varieties:  Type  l/l,  Type  l/ll  and  Type  ll/ll.  The 
most  common  variety  of  this  date  was  the  Type  l/ll.  The  Type  l/l  variety  was  2.5 
times  rarer.  The  Type  ll/ll  variety  was  the  rarest  in  this  sample  with  only  one 
example  observed.  The  1 876  Type  ll/ll  Trade  Dollar  is  an  extremely  rare  variety 
and  is  much  rarer  than  even  these  numbers  indicate.  I  looked  for  many  years 
before  I  obtained  an  example  of  this  variety. 

1876-  CC  :  The  combined  frequency  for  this  date  was  5%  of  the  sample.  But  I 
believe  that  the  1 876-CC  date  is  rarer  than  these  numbers  suggest.  I  believe  this 
date  is  auctioned  more  frequently  than  its  true  rarity  due  to  its  marketability  as 
a  Carson  City  coin.  This  date  has  only  two  varieties,  Type  l/l  and  Type  l/ll.  The 
ratio  for  Type  l/l  to  Type  l/ll  was  1  to  2.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  most  of  the 
Type  l/l  coins  offered  were  the  Double  Die  Variety  with  the  remainder  being 
Breen  #5804,  the  Micro  cc  variety. 

1 876-  S  :  Like  most  San  Francisco  mintTrade  Dollars,  the  1 876-S  is  a  common  date 
in  the  series.  Its  overall  frequency  was  1 1  %  of  the  sample.  This  date  has  three 
varieties  with  Type  ll/ll  being  the  rarest  of  the  three. 

1 877  :  The  1 877  Trade  Dollar  was  approximately  7%  of  the  sample.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  readily  obtainable  of  the  Philadelphia  mint  coins.  All  1 877  coins  are  of  the 
Type  ll/ll  variety. 

1877-  CC  :  This  coin  had  a  frequency  of  3%  in  the  sample.  The  1877-CC  date  is 
fairly  scarce. 
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1877-  S  :  Another  common  date  in  the  series.  The  observed  frequency  was  the 
highest  of  any  date  in  this  analysis,  1 5%  of  the  entire  sample. 

1878-  CC  :  This  date  had  an  observed  frequency  of  approximately  3.5%  of  the 
sample.  As  a  Carson  City  Trade  Dollar,  I  believe  this  is  a  higher  frequency  than 
its  true  rarity  would  indicate. 

1 878-S  :  The  last  date  of  the  business  strike  series.  It  comprised  1 1  %  of  the  sample. 

General  Conclusions 

Considering  varieties  in  the  series,  I  feel  that  the  rarest  Trade  Dollar  varieties  are 
the  1 875  Type  l/l  and  1 876  Type  ll/ll.  Several  other  varieties  are  scarce:  1 875  Type 
l/ll,  1875-CC  Type  l/ll,  1875-S/CC  and  1876-CC  Type  l/l.  Other  Carson  City  coins 
are  difficult  to  obtain  in  high  grades:  1873-CC,  1876-CC  Type  l/ll,  1877-CC  and 
1878-CC.  I  believe  that  all  Carson  City  Trade  Dollars  appear  in  auction  catalogs 
more  frequently  than  their  true  scarcity  would  indicate  due  to  their  intrinsic 
marketability.  Again,  I  believe  that  this  is  a  reasonable  and  fair  representation  of 
relative  scarcity  within  the  series,  except  for  a  few  anomalies  like  the  1 874.  Finally, 
I  would  like  to  thank  Larry  Briggs  and  Q.  David  Bowers  for  their  inspiration  and 
support  with  respect  to  information  and  observations  about  the  Trade  Dollar  series 
that  they  have  provided  over  the  last  couple  of  years. 


Business  Strike  Sample  Data 


Date 

Type  l/l 

Type  l/ll 

Type  ll/ll 

Unknown 

Total 

Percent  of  Total 

1873 

19 

19 

2.60% 

1873-CC 

21 

21 

2.88% 

1873-S 

24 

24 

3.29% 

1874 

11 

11 

1.51% 

1874-CC 

29 

29 

3.97% 

1874-S 

46 

46 

6.30% 

1875 

2 

7 

3 

12 

1 .64% 

1875-CC 

25 

1 

10 

36 

4.93% 

1875-S 

45 

6 

33 

84 

11.51% 

1875-S/CC 

9 

9 

1 .23% 

1876 

8 

20 

1 

5 

34 

4.66% 

1876-CC 

11 

22 

3 

36 

4.93% 

1876-S 

30 

13 

6 

32 

81 

11.10% 

1877 

51 

51 

6.99% 

1877-CC 

21 

21 

2.88% 

1877-S 

107 

107 

14.66% 

1878-CC 

27 

27 

3.70% 

1 878-S 

82 

82 

1 1 .23% 

Totals 

280 

69 

295 

86 

730 

100.00% 

I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with  other  club  members  who  may  have 
an  opinion  on  the  rarities  described.  I  can  be  contacted  as  follows:  Joe  Kirchgessner 
45  Derby  St,  Concord,  MA  01742. 
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CHOICE  SEATED  COINS 


HALF  DIMES 

1840-O  With  Drapery,  darkish   $135 

1842-  0  F-15   80 

1848-  0  Good,  Small  o   85 

1852-0  VF   90 

1853     No  Arrows,  Ch.VF   95 

1863     VF   235 

1867  PCGS  AU-50    665 

DIMES 

1838-0  VF.nice   $285 

1840  With  Drapery,  F-15   78 

1843-  0  Fine   125 

1846      VF-20    140 

1848     Ch.VF   38 

1849-  0  VF-20,  Small  o   85 

1850-  O  VF,  Large  0   75 

1851-  0  VF   70 

1852-  0  VF-20    80 

1858-  0  VF-30    80 

1859-  S   F-15   250 

1860-  O  NGC  VF-20    995 

1860-S   About  VF   75 

1862-S    PCI  VF-30   145 

1864-S   PCGSXF-45   195 

1868  PCGSMS-64    985 

1873      NAOpen3,VF   50 

1878-CC  Ch.VF-30   185 

1880  ANACS  VF-20   240 

1881  ANACSF-12   215 

1884-  S    PCGSAU-55   290 

1885-  S   Fair   175 

1885-S  PCGS  XF-45,  choice  original ...  2175 

QUARTERS 

1840-O  With  Drapery,  VG   $30 

1841  VF   125 

1842-0  Small  Date,  VG   535 

1847-0  VF-20    95 


QUARTERS 

1850  Ch.VF-20   $83 

1 851  -0  Choice  About  Fine   270 

1855-0  VF-20    210 

1858-  S  About  VF   165 

1859-  S   VG   105 

1865  VF   155 

1865-  S   VF   220 

1866  ANACS  VG-10   405 

1868  VF-20    245 

1868-  S   F-12   125 

1869  VF-20    425 

1869-  S   PCGS  VF-20    235 

1870  VF   135 

1871-CC  ANACS  Fair-2   785 

1872  VF-20    80 

1875-CC  Ch.VF-20   210 

1 878-CC  PCGS  AU-50,  dull  gray   1 65 

1878-S   PCI  VF-35    335 

1879  VF-30+   205 

1880  AG-2/3    95 

1882  VG   195 

1890     XF45+,nice   160 

1891-0  VG/Fair   80 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839      ND,  ANACS  VF-30   $295 

1848      AU-53    450 

1852  XF-40    850 

1857-S   Ch.VF-30   285 

1866-  S    NM  PCGS  VF-30    425 

1871-CC  PCGS  VF-25    500 

1873  NA  Open  3,  VG-8,  minor 

roughness  on  reverse   1975 

1878-CC  Good,  cleaned   210 

1883  VF-20    290 

1886     About  XF   440 

1890  Good   195 

1891  Good-6   39 


Many  More  Seated  Coins  Available! 

TERMS:  1 0  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage 
on  all  orders.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Prices  subject  to  change. 

BUYING!  Liberty  Seated  coins,  scarce  dates,  varieties  or  collections.  Please 
call  or  write. 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC#716 

P.O.  Box  151271  •  Lakewood,  Colorado  80215 
Telephone  (303)  279-6827 
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Conclusions  on  Misplaced  Digits  Found  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Series 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

Over  the  past  ten  years  there  has  been  an  increased  awareness  that  the  Liberty 
Seated  dime  series  contains  a  significant  number  of  varieties  with  misplaced  digits 
called  MPD  varieties.  During  the  late  1 970s,  Kam  Ahwash  culminated  his  die  variety 
research  in  the  release  of  the  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes. 
In  that  important  reference  book,  Ahwash  listed  only  one  MPD  variety,  an  1868  A- 
5  blundered  proof  die.  This  variety  raised  the  awareness  level  in  the  collecting 
community  that  misplaced  digits  did  exist  for  Seated  dimes.  LSCC  members  began 
the  search  for  misplaced  digits  during  the  1 980s  with  the  journal  actively  utilized  to 
document  each  new  discovery.  With  the  release  of  Brian  Greer's  book,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes,  a  consolidation  of  known  MPD  varieties 
was  made  available  to  collectors  and  dealers.  This  publication  further  fueled  the 
investigation  into  this  new  phenomenon.  Greer's  book  presented  a  total  of  twelve 
blundered  dates  including  the  1868  A-5  variety  discovered  by  Ahwash.  Interest- 
ingly, the  majority  of  misplaced  digits  listed  by  Greer  were  extra  digits  located  on 
either  Liberty's  gown  or  in  the  base  of  the  rock.  Few  listings  of  extra  digits  in  the 
denticles  were  featured.  But  Greer's  book  added  fuel  in  the  hunt  to  discover  latent 
misplaced  date  punches  within  the  Seated  dime  series.  Today,  the  MPD  discovery 
list  has  expanded  to  37  varieties  with  undoubtedly  more  to  come  as  a  result  of  the 
publication  of  the  Misplaced  Dates  book  by  Kevin  Flynn  and  supporting  authors. 

Many  collectors  have  raised  questions  about  the  possible  causes  of  blundered 
dies  or  misplaced  digits  in  the  Seated  dime  series.  Several  theories  on  how  these 
varieties  were  created  have  been  offered  by  LSCC  members  in  recent  years.  Del 
Romines  described  the  potential  misuse  of  a  date  alignment  jig  for  punching  dates 
into  production  dies  in  Issues  #56  and  #57  of  the  journal.  Chris  Pilliod  discussed 
the  potential  testing  of  die  steel  hardness  with  the  date  punch  by  a  mint  die  sinker 
prior  to  the  application  of  the  final  date  punch  into  the  obverse  die  in  Coin  World  in 
August  1 996.  In  order  for  the  author  to  form  an  alternative  or  supporting  theory  on 
the  source  of  blundered  dies,  it  was  considered  necessary  to  develop  a  systematic 
analysis  of  the  appearance  of  Seated  dime  misplaced  digits  over  the  entire  series. 

The  occurrence  of  Seated  dime  misplaced  digits  is  characterized  through  an 
Attributes  Map  shown  in  Table  1 .  The  construction  of  an  MPD  Attributes  Map  allows 
for  the  efficient  analysis  of  any  patterns  or  systematic  misplacement  tendencies  for 
stray  date  punches  across  all  mintage  years  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series.  Key 
attributes  for  each  MPD  variety  were  collected  and  assembled  into  the  following 
categories: 

1 .  Are  the  misplaced  digits  found  onthe  main  device,  which  includes  Liberty's  shield, 
gown  and  base  or  are  they  located  in  the  denticles  below  the  existing  date? 

2.  Are  the  misplaced  digits  observable  as  the  residual  tops  or  residual  bottoms  of 
the  digits  in  the  date  punch? 

3.  Are  the  misplaced  digits  found  to  be  in  a  parallel  alignment  to  the  existing  date 
in  terms  of  position  on  the  obverse  die  or  are  they  shifted  right  or  left  with  respect 
to  the  existing  date? 
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The  MPD  varieties  presented  in  this  article  include  all  known  examples  atthe  time 
of  the  preparation  of  the  Seated  dime  chapter  for  the  Misplaced  Dates  book.  Each 
MPD  variety  was  reviewed  with  pertinent  observations  recorded  against  the 
predefined  categories  of  main  device  versus  denticle  location,  residual  tops  versus 
residual  bottoms  of  the  stray  punches  and  the  position  of  the  misplaced  digit  with 
respect  to  the  existing  date.  The  results  were  then  organized  and  mapped  against 
the  mintage  year  of  each  dime.  In  Table  1,  the  reader  will  note  that  the  MPD 
Attributes  Map  is  separated  into  two  sections.  The  first  section  lists  misplaced  digits 
occurring  on  the  main  device  and  the  second  section  lists  misplaced  digits  within 
the  denticles.  The  extraneous  digits  are  then  tabulated  under  column  headers  that 


Table  1 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes  -  Misplaced  Digits  Analysis 

On  Main  Device  Misplaced  Digits  Attributes  Map 

Parallel  To 


Date 

1851 

Misplaced  Digits 

Extra  1  in  Shield 

Flynn  ID 

MPD-001 

Shifted  Left 

MPD  MPD 
Top  Bottom 

1 

Existing  Date 

MPD  MPD 
Top  Bottom 

Shifted  Right 

MPD  MPD 
Top  Bottom 

1856 

Extra  856 

MPD-001 

856 

1856 

Extra  8 

MPD-002 

8 

1859 

Extra  9 

MPD-001 

9 

1868 

Extra  1s 

MPD-001 

1872 

Extra  2 

MPD-001 

2 

1875 

Extra  5 

MPD-001 

1 

1875 

Extra  8 

MrU-UUJ 

1875 

Extra  8  in  base 

MPD-004 

8 

1876-CC 

Extra  76 

MPD-001 

76 

1877 

Extra  1 

MPD-001 

1883 

Extra  8 

MPD-001 

8 

1888 

Extra  888  in  Base 

MPD-001 

888 

1888 

Extra  8  in  Shield 

MPD-002 

8 

1 888-S 

Extra  8 

MPD-001 

8 

1889 

Extra  8 

MPD-001 

8 

1890 

Extra  8  or  9 

MPD-001 

9 

8 

1890 

Four  Extra  Punches 

MPD-002 

90 

80 

1890 

Extra  9  or  0 

MPD-003 

9 

0 

1890 

Extra  90  in  Shield 

MPD-004 

90 

1 890-S 

Extra  Punch 

MPD-001 

9 

8 

1891 

Extra  1 

MPD-002 

1 
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first  delineate  the  position  of  the  MPD  with  respect  to  the  existing  date.  Each  of  the 
columns  is  further  broken  down  into  whether  the  MPD  exhibits  the  residual  tops  or 
bottoms  of  the  original  date  punch. 

Findings 

The  MPD  Attributes  Map  clearly  identifies  trends  in  the  placement  of  these 
extraneous  digits.  The  most  significant  findings  are  as  follows  with  reference  given 
to  the  MPD  identification  in  Kevin  Flynn's  new  book  on  MPD  varieties. 

1 .  Seated  dimes  minted  from  1 878  to  1 882  have  yet  to  produce  an  example  of  a 
misplaced  digit.  More  important  however,  is  the  observation  that  the  placement 
of  the  misplaced  digits  is  systematically  different  before  and  after  this  1 878  to 
1 882  delineation  time  frame.  This  is  noted  primarily  for  misplaced  digits  on  the 
main  device. 

2.  Most  of  the  misplaced  digits  located  on  the  main  device  from  the  years  1 851  to 
1 877  are  the  residual  bottoms  of  these  digits  while  most  of  the  misplaced  digits 
discovered  on  coins  minted  from  1883  to  1891  are  the  residual  tops  of  these 
digits.  The  two  exceptions  in  the  early  years  are  the  1 851  MPD-001  with  the  top 
of  an  extra  1  in  shield  and  the  1 856  MPD-002  with  the  top  of  an  8  in  gown.  For 
the  later  years,  the  two  exceptions  are  the  1 888  MPD-002  with  the  bottom  of  an 

Table  1 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes  -  Misplaced  Digits  Analysis 

In  Denticles  Misplaced  Digits  Attributes  Map 

Parallel  To 

Shifted  Left        Existing  Date      Shifted  Right 

MPD      MPD       MPD       MPD      MPD  MPD 
Date      Misplaced  Digits    FlynnID    Top     Bottom     Top     Bottom     Top  Bottom 


1847 

Extra  7 

MPD-001 

7 

1873 

Extra  3 

MPD-001 

3 

1875 

Extra  1 

MPD-002 

18 

1876 

Extra  18 

MPD-001 

18 

1877 

Extra  18 

MPD-002 

18 

1877-CC 

Extra  7 

MPD-001 

7 

1883 

Extra  8 

MPD-002 

8 

8 

1883 

Extra  8 

MPD-003 

8 

8 

1885 

Extra  18 

MPD-001 

18 

1885 

Extra  8 

MPD-002 

8 

1886 

Extra  8 

MPD-001 

8 

1886 

Extra  88 

MPD-002 

88 

1890 

Extra  8 

MPD-004 

8 

1891 

Extra  8  or  9 

MPD-001 

9 

8 

1891-0 

Extra  89 

MPD-001 

89 

21 


extra  8  in  shield  and  the  1 891  MPD-002  with  the  bottom  of  an  extra  1 .  For  the 
1 891  MPD-002  however,  one  must  question  whether  the  extra  1  isfrom  a  Seated 
dime  date  punch. 

3.  Again  the  two  time  periods  from  1 851  to  1 877  and  from  1 883  to  1 891  demon- 
strate another  important  difference.  For  the  earlier  years,  the  bottoms  of  the 
misplaced  digits  are  located  in  a  shifted  right  or  shifted  left  position  with  respect 
to  the  existing  date.  The  height  of  the  misplaced  digits  above  the  existing  date 
appears  to  be  random  in  nature.  During  the  later  years,  the  tops  of  the  misplaced 
digits  are  either  located  parallel  to  the  existing  date  or  shifted  left  from  the 
existing  date.  All  of  these  misplaced  digits  are  typically  located  in  the  gown,  base 
of  the  rock  or  shield  at  an  equivalent  height  above  the  date. 

4.  The  misplaced  digits  located  in  the  denticles  presented  limited  commonalities. 
Interestingly,  all  misplaced  digits  in  the  denticles  are  residual  tops  of  digits. 
During  the  later  years,  the  majority  of  the  misplaced  digits  within  the  denticles 
are  aligned  parallel  to  the  existing  date.  This  matches  one  of  the  two  position 
modes  for  misplaced  digits  located  on  the  main  device. 

Conclusions 

The  findings  from  the  MPD  Attribute  Map  reveal  systematic  characteristics  that 
allow  for  speculation  as  to  the  origin  of  extraneous  date  punches.  The  consistency 
of  these  extraneous  punches  would  support  theories  relating  to  erroneous 
equipment  usage  in  the  die  preparation  process.  From  considerable  operational 
experience  in  semiconductor  manufacturing,  equipment  related  malfunctions  or 
errors  typically  produce  altered  results  that  are  fairly  consistent  and  predictable 
over  a  period  of  time.  The  same  could  be  expected  forthe  die  preparation  process 
at  the  Philadelphia  mint. 

1 .  From  the  summarized  findings,  it  can  be  concluded  that  different  Seated  dime 
die  preparation  methods  were  utilized  for  the  period  from  1851  to  1877 
compared  to  the  period  from  1 883  to  1 891 .  We  see  a  large  number  of  blundered 
dies  in  the  high  mintage  years  from  1883  to  1891  with  consistent  tops  of 
misplaced  digits  in  the  gown  and  shield  area.  These  digits  are  either  parallel  to 
the  existing  date  or  shifted  left  relative  to  the  existing  date.  Misuse  of  a  date 
punch  alignment  jig  should  be  further  explored  as  a  potential  explanation  for 
these  blundered  dies.  This  challenge  will  be  left  to  other  die  variety  specialists. 

2.  The  theory  that  die  sinkers  tested  the  hardness  of  the  die  steel  for  a  group  of 
working  dies  prior  to  application  of  the  full  date  punch  to  the  die  is  difficult  to 
support  with  the  findings  of  this  analysis.  One  would  expect  to  see  random 
occurrences  in  the  positions  of  the  misplaced  digits  if  the  testing  occurred 
without  a  date  alignment  jig  since  any  manual  placement  of  a  date  punch  on  a 
die  would  be  subject  to  significant  human  variation.  Instead  the  findings  from  the 
MPD  Attribution  Map  indicate  a  repeated  pattern  relationship  for  certain  mintage 
years  and  do  not  easily  support  this  theory. 
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QUARTERS 

1839  Fine,  old  cleaning,  light  rev.  scr.  $17 

1841-  0  Good+,  old  cleaning   13 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  Good,  original  ... .  350 
1843  VG+,nice   14 

1843-  0  Small  o,  Fine    45 

1843-0  Large  0,  Good+,  darkish  toning  95 

1845  NGC  MS-63,  Briggs  3-C, 

5/5,  brilliant   1200 

1847  VG+,  full  LIBERTY   17 

1 847  NGC  MS-63,  Briggs  2-A,  original  1 400 

1847-0  VG  +  ,  no  problems   45 

1849  VG+,  near  full  LIBERTY   27 

1849-0  NGC  VF-25,  nice  original  toning  1700 

1850  Fine,  cleaned,  weak  L   50 

1853-0  Good,  filled  0  variety, 

old  cleaning   45 

1853-  0  EF,  original,  no  problems   175 

1854-  0  EF,  nicely  toned   75 

1854-0  Huge  0,  Fine +,  slightly 

porous  rev   225 

1857-0  Fine-,  weak  L   17 

1859-  S  Good+,  old  cleaning,  nice   90 

1 860  PCGS  MS-60,  lightly  toned  ....  340 

1860-  S  VG+,  old  cleaning,  some  hairlines  250 
1862-S  VG,  choice  original    70 

1864-  S  VG-,  original  toning,  one  obv.  mark  450 

1 865-  S  PCGS  MS-64  PQ,  brilliant,  nice .  4750 

1867-S  VG,  slight  uneven  wear   225 

1 867-S  PCGS  XF-45,  nice,  scarce   750 

1869  VG+,  original   295 

1871  Good+,  ancient  cleaning   32 

1 871  -S  Fine-,  obverse  cleaned   375 

1872-CC  VG/AG+,  original,  nice   575 

1872-S  PCGS  VF-20,  old  cleaning   2300 

1 873  NA,  PCGS  Proof-63,  original ...  525 

1875-S  Fine+,  one  minor  obv.  scratch  .  45 

1875-S  EF-,  cleaned,  some  hairlines. . .  79 

1878  VF++,  original,  one  reverse 

rim  ding    20 


QUARTERS 

1880  PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant  semi  PL  .  $525 

1882  PCGS  Proof-63   540 

1884  VF,  old  cleaning   295 

1884  PCGS  MS-63,  original  toning  . .  800 

1887  Choice  AU/UNC,  dipped  but  nice  395 

1887  PCGS  MS-63,  original  toning  . .  750 

1890  PCGS  Proof-63  PQ,  brilliant  .. .  540 

1891  NGC  MS-65,  Extra  89  in  denticles  1150 

1891-0  VG,  choice  original    165 

1891-S  PCGS  MS-62,  brilliant,  semi  PL  265 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842  Small  Date,  VG+,  nice   $39 

1842  Good,  old  cleaning    17 

1842-0  Good+,  nice  toning   18 

1 844-0  Good,  one  tiny  rim  nick   13 

1847-0  VG,  weak  stars  on  left   20 

1853-0  VG+,  cleaned    17 

1855  EF,  ancient  cleaning   75 

1855-  S  VG+,  one  minor  rim  nick    365 

1856-  S  VG,  old  cleaning    48 

1859  VG+,  nice  original   29 

1859  EF,  slightly  dark,  nice   85 

1860-S  Large  S,  VG+,  old  cleaning  ...  18 

1862  VF+,  choice  original   95 

1862  EF,  sharp,  nice  toning   145 

1864-  S  Good+,  lightly  cleaned   14 

1 865-  S  VF+,  lightly  cleaned    45 

1866-  S  No  Motto,  Good+,  old  cleaning  59 

1867  Good+,  lightly  cleaned   20 

1869  VF+,  lightly  cleaned    48 

1 871 -CC  Good +,  weak  obverse  rim   95 

1873-CC  NA,  Good,  no  problems    125 

1873-S  Good,  nice   35 

1884  VG+,  ancient  cleaning    265 

1 885  ANACS  MS-61 ,  a  beautiful  coin  575 

1886  VG,  ancient  cleaning   350 

1891  VG,  original,  one  tiny  rev.  mark  37 


Orders  over  $100  sent  postpaid.  10  day  return  privilege.  Buying  all  rare 
date  Seated  coins. 


Bob  Foster  Rare  Coins  •  LSCC  #239 

P.O.  Box  1966  •  Euless,  Texas  76039 
Telephone  (817)  355-1235  •  FAX  (817)  355-0235 
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A  Master  Die  For  1853  Half  Dollars  With  Misplaced  Digits 

by 

Lynn  Ourso 

I  have  been  very  interested  in  misplaced  digits  and  recut  dates  for  about  a  year  and 
have  found  these  minting  errors  to  be  just  fascinating.  After  reading  several  books  on 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  I  came  to  realize  that  extra  digits  could  be  misplaced  in  areas  other 
than  near  the  date.  Previously  I  was  concentrating  on  looking  for  them  in  the  denticles, 
at  the  base  of  the  rock  and  in  the  fields  near  the  date.  I  again  examined  my  collection  of 
Seated  coins  and  started  looking  carefully  for  digits  in  the  gown,  shield  and  upper  rock. 
When  I  studied  my  1 853  Philadelphia  half  dollar,  I  discovered  a  mark  just  below  the  gown 
where  it  meets  the  shield.  This  mark  looked  like  the  very  top  of  an  extra  1 .  After  studying 
more  of  the  rock,  I  could  see  a  faint  mark  resembling  the  top  crossbar  and  the  vertical 
bar  of  an  extra  5,  directly  over  the  left  side  of  the  3  and  just  below  the  fold  of  the  gown. 
I  measured  the  distance  between  these  marks  and  they  seemed  to  be  exactly  the  same 
distance  as  the  spacing  between  the  1  and  5  in  the  date. 

While  reading  Issue  #67  of  the  journal,  I  came  across  the  article  by  Dick  Osburn  where 
he  asked  for  help  in  confirming  the  existence  of  some  misplaced  digits  in  the  half  dollar 
series.  Anyone  with  information  on  any  other  misplaced  digits  was  invited  to  contact  him 
to  determine  if  they  may  have  an  example  of  a  variety  that  he  had  not  yet  seen.  I  gave 
Dick  a  call  and  described  my  coin  to  him.  He  was  very  interested  in  seeing  my  1 853  half 
dollar  with  the  extra  marks  so  I  sent  it  to  him.  His  interest  was  determined  by  the  fact  that 
the  date  digits  on  1 853  half  dollars  were  struck  into  the  master  die.  That  being  the  case, 
there  should  not  be  mispunched  digits  on  any  1853  half  dollars. 

After  Dick  studied  my  coin,  he  sent  me  his  observations  and  findings.  He  indicated 
that  after  a  lot  of  study  and  measuring,  he  believes  the  marks  on  my  1 853  half  dollar 
ARE  the  remains  of  an  extra  1  and  5.  He  found  that  the  spacing  between  the  errant 
digits  is  exactly  the  same  as  these  digits  in  the  date.  Dick  then  examined  his  1 853  half 


1853  Half  Dollar  with  Misplaced  Digits 
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dollars  and  found  that  every  one  he  had  in  very  fine  or  better  condition  had  the  same 
markings,  including  the  New  Orleans  coins.  This  indicates  that  the  working  dies 
were  all  created  in  Philadelphia.  The  only  explanation  that  Dick  could  suggest  that 
fits  these  findings  is  that  a  temporary  master  die  must  have  been  created  at  the  mint. 
He  believes  that  the  1 853  date  was  punched  into  this  master  die  with  the  mispunched 
digits  produced  at  this  point.  This  master  die  would  then  have  been  used  to 
generate  a  working  hub,  which  was  used  to  generate  the  dies.  Some  of  these  dies 
would  have  been  sent  to  New  Orleans  to  strike  1 853-0  half  dollars.  In  this  case  ALL 
of  the  dies  for  1853  and  1853-0  half  dollars  would  show  the  remains  of  the 
misplaced  digits.  The  search  now  becomes  an  attempt  to  locate  a  coin  that  does 
not  show  the  remains  of  the  misplaced  digits.  Such  a  coin  might  not  exist,  but  who 
knows  what  might  turn  up. 

After  I  sent  my  coin  to  Dick,  I  visited  a  local  coin  shop  where  they  showed  me  two 
1 853  Philadelphia  half  dollars  that  graded  XF  and  AU.  Both  of  these  coins  showed 
the  misplaced  digits.  During  the  lastfew  months,  Dick  and  I  have  examined  well  over 
1 50  high  grade  1 853  half  dollars,  all  with  the  misplaced  digits.  Dick  has  added  the 
1 853  and  1 853-0  half  dollars  without  misplaced  digits  to  his  want  list.  I  will  also  be 
searching  for  these  coins. 

We  would  appreciate  any  help  that  club  members  are  able  to  provide  in  locating 
any  varieties  without  the  misplaced  digits  and  any  high  grade  early  die  state 
specimens  that  will  more  clearly  confirm  the  identification  of  the  errant  digits.  We 
would  also  be  very  interested  in  hearing  from  anyone  who  has  another  explanation 
for  what  may  have  caused  the  misplaced  digits.  We  will  report  any  findings  in  a 
future  issue  of  the  journal.  Please  send  any  information  to:  Dick  Osburn,  17  Harbor 
Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565  or  to  Lynn  Ourso,  P.O.  Box  1 ,  Brusly,  Louisiana  7071 9. 
Dick  Osburn  can  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (281 )  334-2476. 1  can  be  reached  by 
telephone  at  (504)  749-2006. 


DIMES 

1 889-S  Fine  detail,  corroded 
QUARTERS 

1864-S  Good  

1885  Proof-61   


SEATED  DOLLARS 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1858-0  AU-50  

1876-S  XF,  flat  head 
1886  Proof-63... 


$5 

$175 
455 

$95 
55 
450 


1855 

1859 

1859-S 

1860 

1866 

1869 

1870 


XF-40,  slight  repair,  a  beautiful  coin  $1850 

AU  

VF-25   

XF-45   


  650 

  450 

  350 

PCGS  Proof-63   2500 


VF-20 
VF  ... 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-CC  XF,  chop  marks  on  both  sides 

1873-CC  XF-40   

1875-CC  XF-40   

1875-S  XF-45   

1877  XF-40   

1878-CC  VF-20   


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1846     VF-30,  small  nicks   $150 

1846-0  F-15   200 

1850     AU  detail,  some  small  nicks  .. .  795 

1850-O  F-15   285 

Call  or  fax  for  descriptions.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Full  7  day  return  for  any 
reason.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  All  coins  stored  in  bank  vault.  Please  add 
$3  for  shipping  and  insurance  on  all  orders. 

William  Rebhahn  •  LSCC#1688 

P.O.  Box  89  •  Port  Orford,  Oregon  97465 
Telephone  (541)  332-1435  •  Fax  (541)  332-1375 

,  E-mail  address:  alsace@harborside.com 


185 
170 

$175 
310 
165 
95 
95 
825 
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Larry  Briggs  Rare  Coins 


HALF  DIMES 

1 837     No  Stars,  Large  Date,  V-3,  toned  AU  $295 


1838-  0  V-1,  heavy  toned  XF/AU    900 

1839-  0  Small  o,  shattered  reverse,  G/AG+  32 

1 839-  0  Small  o,  cleaned  XF,  two  rim  ticks  49 

1840  NiceVG    26 

1840  ANACS  CACHE  AU-50    225 

1840  Shattered  obverse,  Choice  BU  .  425 

1840-  O  V-6,  transitional  open  buds,  VG  500 
1844-0  Large  0,  prooflike  Choice  AU+  2000 

1845  Repunched  Date,  frosty  Choice  BU  275 

1846  Choice  VF/XF,  very  rare    925 

1848  1848/7/6,  VF   125 

1848-  0  Large  0,  cleaned  ANACS  CACHE  AU  675 

1 849  1 849/8/6,  old  cleaning,  AU  . . . .  1 65 

1849-  0  Choice  VF/XF   300 

1850  High  Date,  prooflike  Choice  BU  295 

1852-0  Old  cleaning,  AU   195 

1852-0  Choice  AU+,  rare    565 

1852-  0  ANACS  CACHE  AU-58    675 

1 853  No  Arrows,  XF,  old  cleaning  .. .  1 40 

1 853-  0  No  Arrows,  G/VG,  weak 

date  as  struck    145 

1 853-  0  No  Arrows,  nice  VF+, 

hidden  scratches   345 

1854-  0  AU,  heavy  toning   115 

1855  V-8,  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  XF  .  95 

1855  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  Choice  UNC  495 

1857  PCGS  Proof-64,  nice  cameo  coin  6250 

1858  Inverted  Date,  VG/Fine   50 

1858  Doubled  Date,  VF    125 

1858  Doubled  Date,  Choice  UNC  ...  525 

1858  1858/1858,  prooflike  Gem  BU. .  1975 

1859-0  V-3,  tiny  retained  cud,  Gem  BU  500 

1860  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  NGC  MS-62  495 

1863  18/18,  VF+   285 

1864  Choice  BU    1250 

1865-S  1865/1 865,  XF/AU   155 

1868  NGCProof-62   415 

1871  Lightly  cleaned  Proof,  hairlines  205 

1 872  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  AU   225 

1 872-S  Micro  s,  extra  1  &  8  by  pendant,  AU  375 

DIMES 

1837  Large  Date,  original  VF/XF  ... .  $175 

1838  Small  Stars,  nice  XF    155 


DIMES 

1839-0  LargeO,  GR-1 03,  Choice  BU  ..  $1075 

1839-0  GR-102,AU,  tiny  dig  over  head  140 

1840     Nice  frosty  Choice  BU   325 

1841-0  ANACS  CACHE  MS-63, 

Breen#3238    2600 

1843  Recut  Date,  GR-1 01, 

Choice  AU/UNC   245 

1843-0  Choice  F/VF   135 

1843-0  NearXF    350 

1845-0  VF/XF   185 

1846     Nice  Choice  VF/XF   340 

1849-0  Small  o,  GR-1 02,  nice  VF/XF...  135 

1849-0  Small  o,  GR-103,  Uncirculated  .  1775 

1 849-0  Large  0,  Choice  VF/XF   1 55 

1851      1851/1,  XF+   135 

1852-0  Choice  toned  XF/AU   245 

1853      No  Arrows,  GR-101,  XF   215 

1856-S    GR-101,  AU+   1800 

1856-S   Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-61    6750 

1857     Toned  choice  UNC    185 

1859  GR-101,  Extra  9  in  rock, 

NGC  MS-63    750 

1859-S   Nice  Fine    220 

1861-  S  VF/XF,  a  few  marks   225 

1862-  S   Fine   62 

1863-  S   Choice  AU++    650 

1864  Toned  Choice  BU+   1075 

1865  Recut  Date,  Gem  BU   1775 

1 865-S  GR-1 02,  cleaned  Fine,  sloping  date  68 

1865-  S  GR-104.VF,  ancient  cleaning  . .  80 

1866-  S  GR-101,  weak  S,  cleaned  VG/F.  65 
1866-S   GR-102,  nice  VF/XF   225 

1866-  S   GR-103,  cleaned,  VF/XF   155 

1867-  S   GR-102,  VF+    100 

1867-S   GR-102,  Choice  AU/BU   1150 

1870-S   Dipped  AU   725 

1872-CC  GR-101,  XF,  cleaned   1950 

1 878-CC  Type  I  rev,  FA/F,  rim  nicks   1 35 

1878-CC  Type  II  rev,  shattered  rev,  Fine  .  125 

1880  GR-103,  VF,  a  few  hidden  marks  170 

1885-S   NiceVF+    1250 

1885-  S   XF+    2100 

1886-  S   Choice  BU    575 


1890-S   GR-103,  digit  in  rock,  NGC  MS-63  625 


TERMS:  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Please  add  $5.00  for  postage 
and  handling  on  all  orders.  7  day  return  privilege.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Larry  Briggs  Rare  Coins 

P.O.  Box  187  •  Lima,  Ohio  45802 
Telephone  Toll  Free  (888)  228-LBRC  •  FAX  (419)  228-0137 
E-mail  address:  lbrc@alpha.wcoil.com 
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A  Theory  on  the  Cause  of  Misplaced  Dates 


by 

Ron  Landis 

MPDs  are  radically  misplaced  dates  that  often  show  up  as  faint  impressions  in 
the  denticles  and  main  devices  just  above  or  below  the  primary  date  on  US  coins. 
There  is  a  growing  interest  in  this  field  of  collecting  that  is  wide  open  for  new 
discoveries.  MPDs  have  in  the  past  been  thought  of  as  a  blunder,  or  act  of  stupidity. 
Being  an  engraver  and  die  sinker,  I  was  delighted  that  Marvin  Erickson  defended 
engravers  and  die  sinkers  in  a  recent  letter  in  Coin  World  by  saying  there  must  be 
a  better  explanation  of  why  there  are  so  many  of  these  MPDs  on  1 9th  century  US 
coins.  Mr.  Erickson  writes "...  die  makers  are  very  intelligent,  talented  and  ingenious 
people  who  have  produced  many  excellent  works  of  art  on  our  coinage  and  thus 
deserve  better  credit  than  to  be  called  stupid." 

There  is  a  growing  number  of  people  who  are  questioning  the  stupid  mistake 
explanation,  and  along  with  it,  a  growing  number  of  theories  on  why  MPDs  occur 
on  about  500  die  varieties  of  all  denominations  of  US  coinage.  MPDs  started  as  early 
as  1840  and  continued  until  1908  when  the  mint  incorporated  full  dates  into  the 
hubs,  thereby  eliminating  the  possibility  of  misplaced  dates  altogether. 

The  general  pattern  and  regularity  of  where  MPDs  show  up  on  the  coins  strongly 
suggest  that  there  is  some  sort  of  method  to  their  appearance.  They  usually  show 
up  directly  north  or  south  of  the  primary  date  with  an  almost  mechanical  consis- 
tency. These  patterns  might  point  to  something  inherent  to  the  equipment  used  to 
sink  the  dates,  which  would  in  turn  lead  to  a  date  alignment  jig  theory.  This  is  not 
an  unreasonable  notion. 

Die  sinking  jigs  were  used  all  the  way  back  to  the  first  year  of  production  at  the 
US  mint.  We  know  this  from  a  receipt  dated  1 793  for  a  die  sinking  device  built  by 
Jacob  Craft.  However,  that  is  about  all  we  know  about  it.  The  few  descriptions  of 
early  die  sinking  techniques  that  I  have  read  are  vague  and  generalized.  I  have  never 
seen  or  read  anything  that  describes  production  date  sinking. 

I  use  a  jig  all  the  time  to  sink  individual  letters  and  digits  into  the  dies  for  our  1 8th 
century  coin  reproductions  at  Gallery  Mint.  I  find  it  absolutely  essential  for  accu- 
rately placing  letters.  It  is  just  a  simple  guide  to  keep  the  letters,  digits  and  denticles 
aligned  in  a  uniform  circle.  I  use  another  jig  for  free  hand  punching.  This  is  really  a 
simple  tool  that  just  holds  the  punch  perpendicular  to  the  die.  There  is  no  guide,  and 
I  use  it  to  place  leaves,  and  other  ornamental  devices.  I  use  three  hammers  of 
different  weights.  There  are  small  hammers  for  small  letters,  and  bigger  hammers 
for  bigger  letters. 

It  is  no  secret  that  the  mint  also  used  hammers  to  sink  individual  letters  into  all 
of  the  working  dies  prior  to  1 836.  After  that,  they  started  the  practice  of  sinking  one 
master  die,  and  then  cloning  all  of  the  working  dies  from  this  one  master,  and  adding 
the  date  in  a  separate  operation. 

Beginning  in  1 836,  the  hubs  for  these  master  dies  were  cut  on  a  portrait  lathe. 
After  hardening,  the  hub  was  then  used  to  sink  the  main  device  on  the  master  die. 
This  was  done  on  a  screw  press.  The  individual  letters  were  then  added  to  the 
master  die  with  a  hammer,  using  a  die  sinking  device  as  a  guide. 
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I  know  through  experience  that  full  dates  can  be  pounded  into  a  die  with  a 
hammer.  But,  I  have  to  hit  the  punch  so  hard,  and  so  many  times,  that  it  truly  is 
frightening.  With  this  kind  of  impact,  you  risk  breaking  or  chipping  the  punch  if  you 
don't  hit  it  squarely.  I'm  also  scared  of  damaging  the  punch  holding  jig  by  hitting 
it  so  hard. 

A  full  date  really  does  have  enough  surface  area  to  warrant  the  use  of  a  small, 
bench  mounted  screw  press.  For  sinking  full  dates  and  other  medium  size  punches 
here  at  Gallery  Mint,  we  use  an  adaptor  that  fits  into  the  ram  of  the  screw  press.  This 
adaptor  has  a  hole  that  accepts  a  square  punch.  Before  tightening  the  set  screw  that 
holds  the  punch  secure,  I  like  to  rest  the  ram  on  a  piece  of  copper  or  soft  steel  to 
seat  the  punch  all  the  way  up  to  the  top  of  this  adaptor  where  it  has  solid  steel 
backing  it  up.  This  doesn't  take  much  pressure,  and  the  punch  can  leave  a  light 
impression  similar  to  what  we  see  on  MPDs. 

There  is  something  inherentto  screw  presses  that  makes  me  believe  that  the  use 
of  the  screw  press  combined  with  some  bad  habits  of  its  operator,  are  the  main 
reasons  why  MPDs  exist.  The  ram  on  a  screw  press  always  wants  to  come  down. 
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If  you  don't  block  it  up,  hold  it  back,  or  tie  it  back,  it  will  just  screw  itself  down  on  its 
own  weight,  gaining  momentum  as  it  falls.  More  modern  presses  sometimes  come 
equipped  with  a  heavy  spring  to  hold  the  ram  up. 

I  designed  a  simple  guide  system  that  might  be  used  to  convert  a  screw  press 
into  an  efficient  and  versatile  production  dating  machine.  With  this  system,  the 
guides  will  keep  the  date  punch  perpendicular  to  the  center  of  any  die.  With  this 
important  tangent  guided,  it  would  be  easy  for  the  die  sinker  to  position  the  height 
and  rotation  by  eye.  A  back  stop  could  be  added  to  set  the  radius,  but  the  very 
existence  of  MPDs  indicates  that  this  was  not  done. 

Now  that  our  press  is  tooled  up,  let  us  put  it  in  the  hands  of  an  assistant  die  sinker 
and  explore  a  number  of  ways  that  an  MPD  could  be  created,  keeping  in  mind  that 
the  nature  of  this  press  is  that  the  ram  always  wants  to  come  down. 

Case  #1 .  It  is  not  a  bad  idea  to  seat  the  punch  all  the  way  up  into  the  adaptor 
before  tightening  the  set  screw.  Could  an  assistant  have  used  the  edge 
of  a  die  to  rest  the  punch  while  tightening  the  set  screw?  After  all,  he  is 
not  putting  a  lot  of  pressure  on  it,  and  even  if  he  did  make  a  little  mark, 
who  is  going  to  notice  it  way  down  in  the  denticles? 

Case  #2.  Assume  that  an  assistant  is  dating  a  batch  of  dies  and  gets  called  away 
from  his  bench  for  some  reason.  Instead  of  taking  a  few  seconds  to  wind 
the  screw  up  and  tie  it  off,  he  lets  the  ram  come  down,  and  carefully  rests 
the  punch  in  some  inconspicuous  place  where  any  mark  would  be 
hidden  and  no  one  would  notice.  This  would  be  quicker  and  safer  than 
resting  the  punch  on  the  hard  anvil  below  where  the  punch  could  be 
damaged.  I  would  guess  that  this  tool  was  at  least  as  valuable  as  any 
single  die  it  dated. 

Case  #3.  Something  urgent  is  happening  and  the  assistant  accidently  releases 
the  fly  and  the  ram  comes  down  and  punches  a  full  date  where  it  doesn't 
belong. 

The  possibilities  are  limitless  when  you  have  a  human  being  in  charge  of  the 
process,  even  if  he  is  a  trained  technician.  The  expected  mistakes  and  accidents  in 
the  course  of  set  up  alone  could  account  for  many  MPDs.  I  still  think  the  majority 
of  the  MPDs  are  created  by  inadvertent  punch  rest  marks  created  from  the  bad 
habits  of  the  die  sinkers  as  described  in  Case  #2.  It  could  be  that  the  die  sinker 
himself  didn't  notice  the  damage  he  left  behind.  In  more  severe  cases  caused  by 
an  accidentthat  he  did  notice,  he  could  send  the  die  backto  the  engraverfor  repairs. 

The  use  of  a  screw  press  could  also  explain  why  you  don't  see  stray  mintmarks 
in  the  denticles  on  the  reverse.  Mintmarks  are  very  small.  A  screw  press  would  not 
have  been  used  to  sink  them.  A  two  ounce  hammer  is  all  that  would  be  needed  to 
tap  in  a  small,  single  letter.  Perhaps  the  device  Del  Romines  describes  in  his  date 
alignment  jig  theory  was  actually  used  to  sink  mintmarks. 

I  contend  that  MPDs  didn't  happen  intentionally.  Usually,  these  are  so  light,  they 
don't  appear  to  have  been  a  serious  attempt  to  sink  a  date.  I  don't  believe  the  chief 
engraver  was  doing  the  production  dating  at  the  mint  at  this  time.  Perhaps  the 
person  responsible  had  his  own  quality  standards.  Once  bad  habits  get  started, 
they  can  be  passed  right  along  with  all  of  the  other  tricks  of  the  trade.  Mint 
employees  may  have  thought  that  a  little  mark  on  the  obverse  die  would  not  be 
noticed.  And  indeed,  who  did  notice  during  the  1 9th  century?  But  a  hundred  years 
later,  numismatists  with  1 0x  and  20x  loupes  are  still  discovering  new  MPD  varieties 
on  all  denominations  of  19th  century  US  coinage. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 

Satisfaction  guaranteed.  All  pieces  damage  free  unless  stated.  Split  grades 
with  difference  on  obverse  and  reverse  noted  with  a  slash.  Two  week  return 
privilege.  Please  add  $4.00  for  insurance  on  orders  under  $400.  Write  for 
trades  or  my  list  of  over  400  halves  for  sale  or  trade. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 839  No  Drapery,  AU-50,  slightly  dark  $995 

1840  Small  Letters,  WB-1 01,  AU-53. .  210 

1 840  Small  Letters,  Recut  8,  XF-42  . .  98 
1840-O  Very  Small  o,  WB-1 02,  F15/VF30  75 

1840-  O  Small  o,  WB-103,  VF-30   110 

1841  XF45/AU50,  nice   225 

1841  Recut  1,  WB-1 02,  MS-61   1450 

1841-  0  Large 0, WB-1 01, AU-58+  ....  325 

1842  Medium  Date,  WB-1 04,  MS-62  .  475 

1842  Medium  Date,  WB-1 06,  AU-58  .  325 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  WB-101,  F-15   1350 

1843  Tripled  843,  unlisted,  XF-40  ...  149 

1843-  0  WB-101,  AU-50,  rusty  obv   150 

1845  MS-60,  small  cuds  under  date  .  675 
1845-0  WB-101,  AU-53   225 

1845-  0  Tripled  Date,  WB-1 06,  VF30/35.  425 

1846  Tall  Date,  WB-1 06,  AU-53   150 

1846-  0  Tall  Date,  WB-1 06,  VG-8+   179 

1846-  0  Tall  Date,  PCGS  VF-30    595 

1847-  0  WB-101,  AU-55,  mottled  luster  .  225 

1848-  0  WB-101 ,  AU-55,  lightly  toned  . .  225 

1849  Doubled  Date,  WB-103,  MS-63  .  1675 

1849-  0  WB-101,  AU-55,  golden  luster. .  225 

1850  Recut  O.WB-102,  PCGS  AU-55.  895 

1850-  O  Doubled  obverse,  AU50+/50  . .  195 
1 852  Recut  2,  MS-63,  reverse  rim  cuds  2250 

1852-  0  AU-50,  some  luster   925 

1853-  0  AU-50+,  full  strike   395 

1854  AU-55,  lightly  toned   210 

1854-  0  PCI  AU-50,  heavily  cracked  dies  225 

1855  AU-53,  full  white   190 

1855-  0  AU-55,  nice  natural  white   225 

1855-  S  No  drapery,  AU-50+    5500 

1856  WB-101,  MS-62,  full  white   450 

1856  Spiked  1,  WB-103,  AU-50   125 

1856-  0  Doubled  Date,  WB-1 02,  MS-60.  650 

1857  Repunched  1,  unlisted,  XF-45. .  109 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1857-  0  WB-101,  PCI  XF-45    $115 

1858  Recut  18,  WB-1 06,  AU-50,  sharp  169 

1858-  0  Misplaced  18,  WB-104,  AU-50  .  119 
1 858-0  Misplaced  1  in  shield,  AU-50 ...  1 85 
1858-S  Large  S,  WB-101,  AU-50    225 

1858-  S  Medium  S.WB-102,  MS-61  ....  875 

1859  Type  2  rev,  WB-1 02,  AU-55....  275 

1859-  0  Misplaced  9,  WB-103,  AU-53  ..  175 

1859-  S  Large  S,  WB-101,  AU-50    225 

1860  Type  1  rev, WB-1 01, XF-40  ....  95 

1860-  O  Type  1  rev, WB-1 01, AU-58....  225 
1860-S  Large  S,  WB-101,  AU-55    275 

1 860-  S  Medium  S,  WB-1 02,  AU-53  ....  275 

1861-  0  Repunched  1,  MS-60   425 

1862  AU-55,  lightly  toned   275 

1863  WB-101,  MS-62,  full  strike   425 

1865  Doubled  Date,  WB-1 02,  AU-55+  1900 

1865-  S  Small  Wide  S,  WB-101,  AU-55  .  189 

1 866-  S  No  Motto,  AU-50,  dark  toning  . .  975 

1867-  S  WB-101,  AU-55   175 

1868  WB-101,  AU-53   235 

1868  1  recut  south,  unlisted,  AU-53  .  295 

1869  AU-59,  full  white   250 

1870  Recut  1,  WB-1 02,  AU-53,  scarce  250 

1871  WB-101,  Proof-63,  brilliant  ....  625 

1872  AU-55,  full  white   195 

1 872-  CC  XF45/40,  lightly  cleaned   675 

1 873  NA,  73  in  denticles,  XF-45    229 

1 873  Large  Arrows,  Misplaced  3, 

VF35/40    185 

1873-  S  AU-53,  extremely  sharp   975 

1874  Short  Arrows,  WB-101, 

PCGS  Proof-61   850 

1874-  S  Small  Wide  S,  WB-101,  AU50/55  490 

1876-CC  Small  cc,  WB-101,  MS-62    775 

1 881  Type  1  rev,  WB-1 01 ,  Proof-62  . .  650 


DickOsburn  •  LSCC#717 
17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (281)  334-2476 
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The  Final  Eliasberg  Sale 


by 

Larry  Briggs 

The  final  session  of  the  Eliasberg  Coin  Sale  was  held  in  New  York  City  on  April 
6-8, 1 997.  It  would  be  an  understatement  to  say  that  this  was  simply  an  awesome 
event.  Words  abound,  yet  not  enough  superlatives  exist  to  truly  describe  the  coins, 
the  quality,  the  rarity  or  the  pedigrees  of  the  pieces  sold.  It  was  indeed  an  honor  to 
just  be  there  and  witness  this  fabulous  sale.  I  believe  that  any  coin  in  this  sale  would 
make  its  owner  proud.  Unlike  many  coins  in  the  half  dime  and  dime  portion  of  the 
sale  held  in  May  1 996,  all  of  the  larger  denomination  silver  coins  were  outstanding. 

The  first  great  rarity  in  the  Seated  series  was  a  Gem  BU  1876-CC  twenty  cent 
piece.  This  coin  brought  a  record  price  of  $1 48,500!  Next  camethe  Seated  quarters, 
many  of  which  were  magnificant.  The  1 838  No  Drapery  quarter  was  a  superb  Gem 
BU  that  brought  $25,300.  The  1 839  quarter  was  a  semi-prooflike  Gem  BU  that  sold 
for  $37,400.  The  1 840  quarter  was  a  rare  Choice  Proof  that  brought  $25,300.  The 
extremely  rare  1 842  Small  Date  coin  was  a  Choice  Proof  and  sold  for  $66,000.  The 
1 843-0  Small  o  quarter  was  Choice  BU  and  the  rare  1 843-0  Large  O  quarter  was 
a  Gem  BU.  This  is  significant  when  you  consider  that  the  next  finest  Large  O  coin 
is  only  an  XF-45.  Several  other  proof  rarities  were  the  1 845, 1 846, 1 847, 1 848  and 
1849  quarters,  all  very  rare  and  all  with  great  pedigrees.  This  sale  also  contained 
a  Gem  BU  1 848  Doubled  Date  quarter  that  sold  for  $1 5,400.  What  may  be  the  only 
Choice  BU  1 849-0  quarter  sold  for  $1 7,600. 1  considered  the  1 853  Arrows  &  Rays 
quarter  to  be  a  proof,  and  apparently  so  did  a  few  others  as  it  sold  for  $71 ,500.  The 
1853-0  quarter  was  a  Gem  BU  and  the  finest  that  I  have  seen.  It  sold  for  $25,300. 
From  1854  onward,  all  of  the  Philadelphia  mint  coins  were  Choice  Proof  or  Gem 
Proof.  The  Gem  BU  1 854-0  quarter  brought  $34,1 00  and  the  second  finest  1 854- 
O  Huge  O  quarter  brought  $4620.  The  1 855-0  quarter  was  a  superb  Gem  BU  and 
definitely  the  finest  known.  It  sold  for  $88,000.  The  1 856-0  coin  was  a  superb  Gem 
BU,  the  finest  known  that  sold  for  $9900.  The  1858-0,  1859-0  and  1860-O  coins 
were  all  Gem  BU  and  the  finest  that  I  have  ever  seen.  The  rarity  of  the  San  Francisco 
mint  coins  of  this  period  is  clear  from  the  quality  of  the  coins  of  these  dates  in  this 
sale.  The  1 858-S  was  an  AU + ,  the  1 859-S  an  AU  + ,  the  1 860-S  an  XF  with  problems 
and  the  1861-S  a  cleaned  VF.  The  1862-S  was  a  Gem  BU  and  the  1864-S  was  a 
spectacular  Gem  BU  coin  that  brought  $1 04,500.  The  1 865-S,  1 867-S  and  1 869-S 
were  all  Choice  BU  coins  while  the  1868-S  was  a  superb  Gem  BU  specimen. 

The  early  Carson  City  quarters  were  all  spectacular  examples  of  coins  from  this 
western  branch  mint.  The  1870-CC  coin  was  a  prooflike  Choice  BU  and  the  only 
known  uncirculated  specimen  of  this  date,  with  nothing  that  I  have  seen  approach- 
ing mint  state.  This  spectacular  coin  brought  $187,000.  The  1871-CC  was  a 
prooflike  Choice  BU  that  sold  for  $165,000.  The  1872-CC  was  a  Gem  BU.  In  my 
opinion  this  date  is  the  rarest  in  grade  of  the  Carson  City  quarters.  This  specimen 
is  definitely  the  finest  known  and  sold  for  $99,000.  The  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  quarter 
was  Choice  BU  and  brought  $1 87,000.  The  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  quarter  is  the  last 
of  the  Carson  City  rarities,  it  was  a  prooflike  Choice  BU  coin  that  sold  for  $88,000. 
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The  final  rarity  in  the  quarter  series  is  the  1 891  -0.  It  is  the  finest  known  of  the  mint 
state  specimens  and  brought  $61 ,600. 

The  Liberty  Seated  halves  were  just  as  nice  as  the  quarters.  Most  of  the 
Philadelphia  mint  coins  in  the  sale  were  rare  proof  coins  and  either  Choice  or  Gem 
examples.  The  1 842-0  Small  Date  half  dollar  was  the  only  uncirculated  example  of 
this  issue  that  I  had  ever  seen  and  it  was  a  nice  prooflike  Choice  BU.  It  brought 
$33,000  in  the  sale.  The  rarest  of  the  Seated  halves  was  the  1 853-0  No  Arrows  coin, 
one  of  only  three  known  examples.  It  was  VG/F  and  sold  for  $1 54,000.  The  other 
New  Orleans  coins  were  all  as  nice  as  they  come  and  probably  the  finest  known  mint 
state  examples  in  many  cases.  However  the  early  San  Francisco  mint  coins  came 
in  a  wide  range  of  grades.  The  1 855-S  was  an  XF-40  and  sold  for  $2750.  The  1 856- 
S  was  a  superb  Gem  BU  and  brought  $1 4,300.  The  1 857-S  Medium  S  was  graded 
F-12  while  the  1 857-S  Large  S  was  graded  F-15.  The  1858-S  Medium  S  was  a 
Choice  BU  and  sold  for  $5720.  The  1 859-S  Medium  S  and  the  1 859-S  Large  S  were 
superb  uncirculated  coins  as  reflected  by  the  prices  they  realized.  The  1 859-S 
Medium  S  sold  for  $50,600  while  the  1 859-S  Large  S  sold  for  $52,800. 

The  rarity  of  the  San  Francisco  mint  coins  of  the  1 860s  is  again  reflected  by  the 
range  in  grades  of  these  coins.  The  1860-S  Medium  S  was  an  AU  coin  while  the 
1 860-S  Large  S  was  graded  MS-60.  The  1 861  -S  Medium  S  was  MS-62,  the  1 861  - 
S  Large  S  was  MS-64,  the  1 862-S  Small  s  was  MS-62  while  the  1 862-S  Medium  S 
was  barely  MS-60.  The  1 862-S  Large  S  was  Gem  BU  and  brought  $14,300.  The 
1863-S  Small  s  was  only  AU  while  the  1864-S  Small  s  and  1864-S  Large  S  were 
barely  MS-60.  The  1 865-S  Small  s  was  an  MS-61  and  the  1 866-S  No  Motto  was  MS- 
62.  The  1 867-S  was  a  Gem  BU  coin  that  sold  for  $8250  while  the  1 869-S  was  also 
a  Gem  BU  that  sold  for  $1 3,200. 

The  1 870-CC  coin  was  a  nice  VF  showing  the  rarity  of  this  issue  in  high  grades. 
The  1 870-S  coin  was  Gem  BU  and  sold  for  $1 5,400.  The  1 871  -CC  was  Choice  BU 
and  brought  $9900.  The  1 872-CC  was  the  only  mint  state  example  of  this  issue  that 
I  had  ever  seen  and  sold  for  $27,500.  The  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  coin  was  a  nice  AU 
that  brought  $5720.  The  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  Small  cc  coin  was  Gem  BU  and  sold 
for  $35,200.  The  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  Large  CC  coin  was  Choice  BU  and  sold  for 
$1 8,700.  The  1 873-S  was  a  superb  BU  and  brought  $25,300.  The  rare  1 874-CC  was 
a  prooflike  BU  and  sold  for  $60,500.  The  1 874-S  Small  Wide  S  was  a  superb  Gem 
BU  that  sold  for  $55,000.  The  1878-CC  was  a  prooflike  Gem  BU  and  brought 
$77,000.  The  rare  1878-S  was  a  prooflike  Choice  BU  but  brought  only  $39,600. 

The  dollars  featured  one  breathtaking  coin  after  another.  The  Gobrecht  dollars 
were  all  Gem  proof  specimens.  The  1 836  name  below  base  brought  $99,000  while 
the  1 836  name  on  base  brought  $29,700.  The  1 838  proof  went  for  $31 ,900  while  the 
1839  proof  sold  for  $15,400.  Most  of  the  Philadelphia  mint  Seated  dollars  were 
again  proof  coins  and  most  of  them  were  choice.  The  1844  was  the  best  among 
these  and  sold  for  $99,000.  The  1846-0  was  a  prooflike  Gem  BU  and  brought 
$46,200.  The  1849  was  a  Gem  proof  and  sold  for  $44,000  while  the  1850  was  a 
Choice  proof  that  brought  $33,000.  The  1 851  was  a  proof  restrike  that  brought  only 
$1 6,500.  The  original  1 852  proof  sold  for  $25,300.  The  1 854  was  a  Choice  proof  that 
sold  for  $33,000  while  the  1 855  was  another  Choice  proof  that  sold  for  $25,300. 

The  1 870-CC  coin  was  a  prooflike  Choice  BU  that  sold  for  $22,550.  The  1870- 
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S  was  AU  and  among  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  rare  date  that  sold  for 
$264,000.  The  1 871  -CC  was  listed  as  a  prooflike  AU-58  and  it  sold  for  $25,850.  The 
1 872-CC  was  a  prooflike  BU  that  sold  for  $25,300  while  the  1 872-S  was  a  Choice 
BU  that  brought  $35,200.  The  1 873-CC  was  a  prooflike  AU-58  that  brought  $39,600. 

The  Trade  dollars  were  the  last  of  the  Eliasberg  Seated  coins  to  be  auctioned  and 
they  brought  some  impressive  prices.  An  1873  Gem  Proof  sold  for  $23,100.  The 
1 875-S  Type  l/l  was  Gem  BU  and  brought  $25,300.  The  1 876-CC  Type  l/ll  was  Gem 
BU  and  sold  for  $63,800.  The  1876-S  Type  l/l  was  also  Gem  BU  and  sold  for 
$22,000.  The  Gem  proof  1 877  coin  sold  for  $27,500  while  the  Gem  BU  1 877-S  sold 
for  $17,600.  The  Gem  proof  1878  sold  for  $22,000  while  the  1878-CC  was  an  AU 
that  sold  for  $5720.  The  1 884  and  1 885  Trade  dollars  were  both  spectacular  Gem 
proof  coins  that  brought  spectacular  prices.  The  1884  Trade  dollar  sold  for 
$396,000  while  the  1885  Trade  dollar  brought  $907,500. 

Words  cannot  describe  the  honor  that  I  felt  while  attending  the  sale  of  this 
fabulous  collection.  The  numismatic  community  is  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  Clapp 
and  Mr.  Eliasberg  for  their  efforts  in  preserving  some  of  the  finest  examples  of  1 9th 
century  Seated  coinage.  Their  collection  has  given  us  the  opportunity  to  document 
the  existence  of  many  rare  and  beautiful  coins  of  the  last  century.  Recognition 
should  also  be  extended  to  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Raymond  Merena  and  their  fine 
staff  for  a  truly  professional  and  historic  event,  the  sale  of  the  fabulous  Eliasberg 
collection. 

C/OC 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1858-S   MS-61,  lustrous   $550 

1881      XF-45    295 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842  XF-45,  lustre,  reverse  rim  bumps  $145 

1844  AU-50,  quad  stripes   725 

1 845  XF-40,  original  gray  toning  ....  390 
1845      XF-45    450 

1845  PCGS  AU-50   750 

1846  AU-50    375 

1846-0  VF-30,  dark  original  toning  ... .  245 

1846-0  AU-55    1350 

1847  XF-40,  old  cleaning   185 

1848  VF-30,  dark  toning   390 

1 848     XF-40,  light  golden  toning   525 

1848      AU-50    975 

1 848  PCGS  AU-53,  golden  toning  ...  1 1 25 

1849  VF-35,  dark  original  toning  ... .  225 

1850  PCGS  AU-50   1675 

1850-0    NGC  AU-50   2650 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1853  AU-53   $900 

1854  PCGS  XF-45    3200 

1 855  PCGS  AU-50,  sharp  strike   3475 

1858  ANACS  Proof-61    5150 

1859  PCGSAU-55   1450 

1860  AU-50,  nice  toning   495 

1860  PCGSAU-55   675 

1861  PCGSMS-60    2550 

1864      XF-45    550 

1864  Proof-55    700 

1865  XF-40    450 

1866  NGC  MS-63,  rare  this  nice  ....  2900 

1867  PCGS  AU-50   825 

1867  AU-53,  dark  toning   700 

1868  XF-45    425 

1868      NGC  AU-50   795 

1870     AU-50    425 

1 872-S   ANACS  AU-50    1875 


Dennis  Newsom  •  LSCC  #872 

P.O.  Box  21  •  Lorton,  Virginia  22199 
Telephone  (703)  791-4352  evenings 
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The  Wide  CC  Mintmark  on  the  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 


by 

Joe  Kirchgessner 

The  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar  is  one  of  the  more  elusive  dates  within  the  Trade  Dollar 
series.  The  mintage  for  this  issue  was  limited  to  1 24,500  pieces  and  it  is  believed 
that  most  of  the  coins  struck  during  the  early  years  of  the  Trade  Dollar  series  made 
their  way  to  China.  These  coins  provided  a  US  trade  currency  alternative  to  existing 
trade  currencies  circulating  in  Asia  at  that  time.  In  Bowers'  excellent  reference, 
"Silver  Dollars  &  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia",  the 
CC  mintmark  for  this  date  is  listed  as  being  .9  mm  high  with  spacing  between  the 
two  Cs  varying  from  .6  mm  to  .75  mm  for  the  varieties  mentioned. 

Recently  I  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  and  acquire  an  interesting  reverse  variety 
forthis  date.  This  variety  had  a  CC  mintmark  spacing  much  greater  than  any  1 873-CC 
Trade  Dollar  that  I  had  previously  seen.  The  height  of  the  CC  mintmark  is  the  typical 
.9  mm  but  the  spacing  width  between  the  two  Cs  is  approximately  1 .0  mm.  The  only 
other  Trade  Dollar  with  a  CC  mintmark  spacing  this  wide  is  the  1876-CC  Micro  cc 
variety  identified  as  Breen  #5804  with  a  spacing  of  1 .2  mm.  I  have  made  a  catalog 
search  looking  for  additional  examples  of  this  variety  and  have  come  across  only  two 
others.  I  was  able  to  examine  one  of  these  coins  for  comparative  purposes.  On  one 


Wide  CC  Mintmark  on  1873-CC  Trade  Dollar 
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example  of  this  variety,  both  the  obverse  and  the  reverse  were  well  struck  around  the 
periphery  but  weakly  struck  in  the  center  of  the  coin.  The  other  example  of  this  variety 
was  very  well  struck  on  both  sides  of  the  coin.  Both  coins  have  a  peculiar  die  crack 
on  the  reverse  that  runs  from  the  eagle's  wing  to  the  eagle's  leg  on  the  left  side  of  the 
coin.  Originally,  I  believed  that  this  was  a  scratch  on  the  coin,  but  under  a  good 
microscope  it  is  clear  that  a  die  crack  created  this  defect. 

Both  examples  of  this  variety  that  I  have  examined  exhibit  a  minor  Triple  Die 
Reverse  around  the  many  letters  on  the  coin.  The  final  strike  is  pulled  to  the  center 
of  the  coin  in  all  the  letters  around  the  periphery  of  the  reverse.  The  N  in  UNITED, 
the  two  Ts  in  STATES,  the  M  and  I  in  AMERICA  and  the  two  Ls  in  DOLLAR  are  all 
good  examples  and  show  some  evidence  of  the  final  strike  being  biased  toward  the 
center  of  the  coin.  I  recently  sent  one  of  the  coins  to  ANACS  and  they  concurred  that 
the  coin  had  a  Triple  Die  Reverse.  Unfortunately,  the  example  that  I  own  has  been 
cleaned  in  the  past. 

From  my  own  personal  observations  and  from  the  infrequency  of  its  appearance 
in  catalogs,  I  would  speculate  that  this  is  a  very  rare  die  variety.  The  individual  from 
whom  I  acquired  the  coin  had  a  hoard  of  over  fifty  1 873-CC  Trade  Dollars  with  this 
coin  being  the  only  example  of  this  die  variety.  Three  other  reverse  die  varieties  were 
noted  in  this  hoard.  I  will  try  to  characterize  each  of  these  reverses  in  a  future  article. 
As  usual,  the  observation  of  a  new  die  variety  often  raises  more  questions  than  it 
answers.  I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with  other  club  members  who  own 
an  example  of  this  variety  or  who  have  seen  an  example  of  it.  I  can  be  contacted  as 
follows:  Joe  Kirchgessner,  45  Derby  St,  Concord,  MA  01742. 


Die  Crack  on  Reverse  of  1 873-CC  Trade  Dollar 
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An  Interesting  1854-0  Half  Dime 


by 

Mark  Sheldon 

For  the  last  1 0  years  I  have  collected  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  and  have  found 
that  the  quality  of  my  purchases  has  increased  with  my  gradual  understanding  of 
the  nuances  involved  in  evaluating  a  coin.  During  this  process  I  had  purchased 
some  lower  grade  coins  which  I  would  latertry  to  upgrade  nowthat  I  had  developed 
a  more  comprehensive  method  of  judging  the  quality  of  my  purchases. 

Overthe  last  couple  of  years  I  have  become  more  interested  in  die  varieties  in  the 
half  dime  series.  To  assist  in  the  attribution  of  my  collection,  I  have  purchased 
Valentine's  book  on  half  dime  varieties  and  Al  Blythe's  excellent  reference  book  on 
the  Liberty  Seated  series.  This  year  I  purchased  all  four  collective  volumes  of  the 
journal  for  my  library  and  found  that  they  contain  a  wealth  of  information  on  all  of 
the  Seated  series. 

During  this  time,  I  had  tried  many  times  to  attribute  the  coins  in  my  collection.  I 
found  that  I  became  more  successful  in  my  efforts  as  the  amount  and  quality  of  the 
information  at  my  disposal  increased.  But  looking  back  on  my  attribution  studies, 
I  now  realize  that  the  handful  of  lower  grade  coins  in  my  collection  often  got  little  or 
no  attention.  After  all,  they  were  listed  for  upgrade  in  my  coin  ledger  and  not  likely 
worth  my  trouble  to  attribute  by  variety.  I  quickly  discovered  that  this  assessment 
was  in  error  when  a  weakly  struck,  darkly  toned,  lower  grade  1854-0  half  dime 
revealed  an  interesting  set  of  diagnostic  obverse  characteristics. 

The  diagnostics  for  this  variety  are  many.  The  date  is  weakly  struck  with  the  4  being 
the  only  well  struck  digit.  The  date  is  placed  high  in  the  field,  but  only  the  tip  of  the  flag 


Late  Die  State  1854-0  V-1  Half  Dime  with 
Obverse  Die  Scratch  in  Shield 
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of  the  5  touches  the  base  of  the  rock.  The  arrow  barbs  do  not  touch  the  base  of  the 
rock  and  their  tips  are  close  but  do  not  touch  the  denticles.  The  upright  of  the  1  has 
shield  line  measurement  SL-8  and  the  pendant  is  centered  over  the  flag  of  the  5.  The 
denticles  are  weak  clockwise  from  1 2  o'clock  to  7  o'clock  as  are  the  right  side  stars. 
Stars  8  through  12  also  show  strike  doubling  as  does  the  hand  and  cap. 

The  most  distinctive  feature  of  this  obverse  is  a  long  curving  die  scratch  that  runs 
completely  across  the  shield.  Starting  in  the  rock  on  the  left,  it  runs  the  entire  width 
of  the  shield  disappearing  into  the  banner,  briefly  appearing  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
T  and  reappearing  in  the  skirt  above  the  Y.  This  is  a  much  longer  scratch  and  it  is 
in  a  different  position  than  the  scratch  described  for  the  V-6  variety  pictured  on  page 
88  of  Al  Blythe's  book,  The  Complete  Guide  To  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes.  There 
is  also  a  die  file  line  on  my  coin  connecting  the  foot  at  the  arch  to  the  rock  base. 

I  can  find  no  die  cracks  on  the  obverse  of  this  coin.  However,  die  clash  marks  can 
be  seen  to  the  left  of  the  head.  This  obverse  appears  to  have  been  paired  with  the 
V-2  reverse  as  described  by  Valentine.  The  die  cracks  he  described  for  this  reverse 
match  those  seen  on  my  coin. 

I  originally  thought  that  this  coin  might  be  an  example  of  a  new  variety.  I  based 
this  opinion  on  the  date  position  and  the  presence  of  the  long  die  scratch  running 
through  the  shield  on  the  obverse.  At  the  time  that  I  purchased  the  coin,  I  owned  a 
copy  of  the  1 984  Valentine  reprint.  I  studied  the  pictures  of  all  the  1 854-0  half  dimes 
in  this  book  and  could  notfind  an  arcing  die  scratch  on  any  of  the  coins  illustrated. 

Several  months  later  I  sent  the  coin  to  Bill  Harmon  for  an  opinion.  To  my  surprise 
he  identified  it  as  a  late  die  state  example  of  the  V-1  variety.  By  this  time  I  had 
acquired  a  copy  of  Valentine's  original  monograph.  A  careful  inspection  of  the 
illustration  of  the  1854-0  V-1  variety  in  this  book  clearly  showed  the  arcing  die 


Late  Die  State  1854-0  V-1  Half  Dime  with  Die  File  Line  through  Foot 
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scratch  across  the  shield  and  the  die  file  line  from  Liberty's  foot  to  the  rock  base. 
The  position  of  the  date  on  my  coin  does  not  match  the  position  of  the  date 
illustrated  in  the  Valentine  reference  book  for  the  V-1  variety  but  this  discrepancy 
can  be  explained. 

We  know  that  the  obverse  die  for  the  V-1  variety  was  damaged  early  in  its  life  as 
shown  in  the  illustration  in  the  original  Valentine  monograph.  This  picture  shows  a 
strong  well  struck  date  that  touches  the  base  of  the  rock.  In  the  late  die  state  the  date 
is  very  weak  and  the  digits  are  moved  away  from  the  rock  base.  I  believe  that  heavy 
die  polishing  is  the  most  likely  cause  for  this  apparent  change  in  position  of  the  date. 
I  believe  that  the  loss  of  metal  expanded  the  gap  between  the  rock  base  and  the 
digits  in  the  date.  The  1  and  8  are  the  weakest  digits  and  they  are  separated  from 
the  rock  base  in  this  late  die  state. 

I  have  been  searching  for  examples  of  the  early  die  state  of  the  1 854-0  V-1  half  dime 
in  recent  months  but  have  not  been  able  to  find  one.  However  during  this  same  time 
period  I  have  located  six  examples  of  the  late  die  state  of  this  variety,  all  with  the  weak 
date  that  has  been  separated  from  the  rock  base.  I  would  also  strongly  recommend 
purchasing  a  copy  of  the  original  Valentine  monograph  to  anyone  who  is  serious 
about  attributing  half  dimes.  The  quality  of  the  pictures  in  the  original  monograph  is 
vastly  superior  to  the  quality  of  the  pictures  in  the  1 984  Valentine  reprint. 

I  wish  to  thank  Tom  Mulvaney  for  the  pictures  of  my  1 854-0  half  dime  that  were 
presented  with  this  article. 

References 

Valentine,  Daniel  W.  -  The  United  States  Half  Dime,  originally  published  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  New  York,  1931 
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PUBLIC  NOTICE 

Effective  immediately  Larry  Briggs,  John  R.  "Bob"  Grellman,  Cynthia  W. 
"Cindy"  Grellman  and  Jeff  Oxman  have  given  notice  to  PCI  (Photo-Certified 
Coin  Institute),  that  as  individuals  or  as  a  group,  they  will  no  longer  continue  any 
affiliation  with  PCI. 

Notice  is  now  being  given  to  the  general  public,  readers  and  subscribers  of  this 
publication,  all  dealers,  affiliates,  and  others  within  and  outside  of  the  numismatic 
community,  that  the  specialists  listed  above,  as  individuals  or  as  a  group,  are  no 
longer  affiliated  with  PCI.  and  are  no  longer  participating  specifically  in  the 
service  offered  by  PCI  known  as  the  "Signature  Series". 
If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns  you  may  contact  the  office  of  Larry  Briggs 
at  Larry  Briggs  Rare  Coins  toll  free  at  1-888-228-5272  or  write  to  Mr.  Briggs 
at  the  address: 

Larry  Briggs  •  P.O.  Box  187  •  Lima,  Ohio  45802 
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HALF  DIMES 

1840  Drapery,  NGC  MS-67   $6250 

1841-  0  NGCMS-66    8900 

1842-  0  NGCXF-45   500 

1851-  0  NGCMS-64    1075 

1 853  No  Arrows,  NGC  MS-64   1 1 00 

1858  NGC  MS-64    375 

1859-0  NGC  MS-66    3500 

1862  NGC  MS-65    750 

1865-S  PCGS  MS-64    3050 

DIMES 

1841-  0  Eliasberg,  PCGS  MS-63   $1750 

1851  NGC  MS-65    3450 

1855  NGC  MS-65    2650 

1886-S  NGC  MS-63    925 

QUARTERS 

1840-O  No  Drapery,  NGC  AU-53   $600 

1842-  0  Large  Date,  PCGS  MS-63    5300 

1847-0  Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-63    4650 

1852  NGC  MS-63    1300 

1872-S  Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-63    16,750 

1891-0  PCGS  MS-65    42,500 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1842-0  Small  Date,  Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-63   $57,500 

1842-0  Large  Date,  PCGS,  MS-64   6750 

1845-  0  Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-65    9750 

1846  Tall  Date,  NGC  MS-64    5750 

1846-  0  Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-66    26,500 

1847-  0  Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-66    20,000 

1852-  0  Eliasberg,  PCGS  MS-64    10,750 

1853-  0  Arrows  &  Rays,  NGC  AU-58    1275 

1855-S  PCGSVF-35   1700 

1858-S  Eliasberg,  NGC  MS-65    10,750 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1873  NGCAU-55    $700 


This  is  only  a  sample  of  our  current  inventory.  Please  call  for 
details  or  further  descriptions. 

Carter  Numismatics  Ltd.  •  LSCC#1426 

First  Place  Tower  •  15  East  Fifth  Street  •  Suite  4024 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74103 
Telephone  1-800-817-2646 
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An  Interesting  1841  Seated  Dollar 


by 

Dave  Schaefer 

Recently  I  purchased  an  interesting  1 841  Seated  dollar  in  EF  condition.  This  piece 
has  some  frosty  devices  and  slightly  darker  gray  fields  on  both  the  obverse  and 
reverse.  It  also  has  a  number  of  die  defects  that  clearly  identify  the  obverse  and  reverse 
die  pair.  A  review  of  the  Breen  encyclopedia  and  the  Bowers  silver  dollar  encyclopedia 
revealed  that  very  little  work  has  been  done  to  identify  die  combinations  or  varieties 
for  this  date.  Even  a  review  of  the  Collective  Volumes  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  didn't 
turn  up  any  detailed  studies  of  the  1841  Seated  dollar. 

A  study  of  the  surfaces  of  my  1841  Seated  dollar  revealed  some  interesting  die 
characteristics.  First  I  noticed  two  vertical  die  lines  on  the  obverse  that  run  from  Miss 
Liberty's  arm  to  the  drapery  below  her  elbow.  These  lines  are  parallel  and  in  a 
protected  area  of  the  coin  so  they  would  be  visible  on  even  a  well  worn  specimen. 
There  is  also  a  series  of  bold  die  lines  that  run  diagonally  through  Miss  Liberty's  lap 
just  to  the  left  of  the  pole.  Many  of  these  lines  are  quite  bold  and  long  and  should  be 
visible  on  high  grade  specimens. 

A  study  of  the  reverse  of  my  coin  also  revealed  some  die  features  that  identify  this 
reverse.  There  is  what  appears  to  be  a  nearly  horizontal  die  line  that  runs  through  the 
recessed  vertical  areas  between  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  shield  stripes,  counting  from 
the  left.  This  defect  runs  through  the  middle  of  the  shield  and  is  quite  bold.  All  three 
lines  of  the  first  vertical  stripe  extend  up  into  the  horizontal  shield  stripes  with  the  third 
line  extending  up  through  four  valleys  between  the  horizontal  stripes.  The  first  line  of 
the  third  stripe  also  shows  an  extension  up  into  the  horizontal  stripes. 
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Horizontal  Die  Line  Through  Shield  on  1841  Seated  Dollar 

The  features  described  in  this  article  should  be  sufficient  to  identify  the  obverse  and 
reverse  dies  of  my  1841  dollar.  Only  further  study  will  reveal  how  rare  this  die  pair  is 
among  1841  dollars. 


I  would  like  to  thank  Dick  Osburn  for  the  beautiful  pictures  of  my  1 841  dollar.  These 
photographs  were  very  helpful  in  documenting  the  unusual  features  of  my  coin. 


Extended  Vertical  Shield  Lines  on  1841  Seated  Dollar 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837  Small  Date,  Repunched  Date,  VF  $75 

1 838  Small  Stars,  VF,  a  few  ticks ....  45 

1840     No  Drapery,  XF    48 

1843     VF   18 

1847  VF   18 

1848  Large  Date,  Good    12 

1850-O  Fine   18 

1853  No  Arrows,  XF   175 

1853-  0  Arrows,  XF-40   50 

1854  VF   16 

1854     Repunched  Date,  XF   48 

1856     XF,  dipped   42 

1856-  0  VF   35 

1857-  0  VF   29 

1858-  0  VF   32 

1860  XF,  dipped   28 

1866-S   XF   115 

DIMES 

1838     Partial  Drapery,  XF-40   $130 

1839-0  XF-40,  dipped,  second  die  state  70 

1842-0  Small  o,  Fine    15 

1845     VF   14 

1848      F+   19 

1850  VF   14 

1851  XF   30 

1852-0  VG   17 

1853     No  Arrows,  VG   58 

1854-  0  VF   18 

1857-0  XF   45 

1858     VF+    15 

1859-  0  Medium  0,  Fine   15 

1861  VF   15 

1870  VF   16 

1871  XF-40,  cleaned,  retoning   35 

1872  VF+    18 

1878     VF   13 


QUARTERS 

1838  VF   $57 

1841-  0  F-VF    42 

1842-  0  F+   35 

1843     VF   36 

1843-  0  F-VF,  scratch  in  field   35 

1844-  0  VF   52 

1850-O  F,  cleaned,  reverse  scratch   36 

1854-0  F+   24 

1856     XF   49 

1856-0  Fine   24 

1856-  S   AG   14 

1857-  0  Fine   23 

1858-  S   AG/G   25 

1859-  0  Fine   31 

1860  VF   26 

1861  XF,  dipped   49 

1875-S   Fine   60 

1878-CC  Fine   42 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  With  Drapery,  F+   $55 

1846  Tall  Date,  VG,  cleaned   20 

1846-0  6/6,  VG,  cleaned    20 

1858     XF,  cleaned,  retoning    40 

1860  VF+    55 

1861  VF   45 

1865-S   Good   16 

1868-S   G-VG   18 

1869      Good   19 

1872-S   Good   24 

1877-CCGood   18 

1891      Good+   40 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1847  Fine   $150 


Personal  checks  must  clear.  1 4  day  return  privilege.  On  orders 
under  $100,  please  add  $2.50  for  postage.  Florida  residents, 
please  add  6%  sales  tax. 


Southeast  Numismatic  Service  •  LSCC  #680 

P.O.  Box  821 
Winter  Haven,  Florida  33882 
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Background  on  the  1876  Nevada  Centennial  Medal 


by 

Hal  V.  Dunn 

In  Issue  #68  of  the  journal  Weimar  White  provided  a  description  of  the  Nevada 
Centennial  Medal  that  was  issued  for  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in 
1 876.  As  a  collector  and  a  long  time  resident  of  the  state  of  Nevada,  I  would  like  to 
provide  some  background  information  on  the  events  that  led  to  the  appearance  of 
this  medal. 

During  the  1 860s  and  1 870s,  Nevada  was  basically  a  single  industry  state.  That 
industry  was  mining.  Nevada  began  as  a  mining  center  with  a  production  of 
precious  metals  that  finds  no  parallel  in  history.  As  evidence  of  the  importance  of 
the  mines  in  Nevada,  Congress  authorized  the  establishment  of  a  United  States 
branch  mint  in  the  Territory  of  Nevada  in  1863.  This  facility  was  eventually  built  in 
Carson  City  and  opened  in  1870. 

In  1 864  President  Abraham  Lincoln  needed  three  more  votes  in  Congress  to  help 
insure  the  passage  of  the  Thirteenth  Amendment  and  thus  make  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  The  Nevada  Territory  was  intensely  loyal  to 
the  Union,  and  its  mines  had  provided  tremendous  amounts  of  money  to  finance 
the  Northern  armies.  Nevada's  reward  would  be  statehood.  The  territorial  popula- 
tion of  21,406  did  not  meet  the  Federal  requirement  of  60,000  residents  for 
statehood,  but  the  President  succeeded  in  having  Congress  pass  a  statehood  bill 
for  Nevada. 

With  the  adoption  of  a  state  constitution,  President  Lincoln  issued  a  proclamation 
admitting  Nevada  to  statehood  on  October  31 , 1 864.  Eight  days  later,  Mr.  Lincoln 
carried  Nevada  in  the  presidential  election. 

In  1 871  Congress  authorized  the  1 876  U.S.  Centennial  Exhibition.  The  following 
year  the  Centennial  commissioners,  representing  each  state  and  territory,  met  at 
Independence  Hall  in  Philadelphia. 

Responding  to  Nevada  Governor  Lewis  R.  Bradley's  call  for  support  in  1 875,  the 
Nevada  legislature  created  the  State  Board  of  Centennial  Commissioners.  The 
commissioners  were  to  erect  a  quartz  mill  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  in  Philadel- 
phia and  to  operate  it  at  least  one  day  in  each  week  during  the  event  for  the  reduction 
of  ore  furnished  by  the  citizens  of  Nevada.  They  were  to  also  secure,  label,  classify 
and  transport  appropriate  mineralogical  specimens  of  Nevada  to  the  exhibition.  At 
the  close  of  the  exhibition,  the  mineral  specimens  were  to  be  donated  on  behalf  of 
the  state  to  the  National  Cabinet  at  Philadelphia.  In  furtherance  of  the  project, 
$20,000  in  gold  coin  was  appropriated  and  deposited  in  the  centennial  fund. 

The  Nevada  Building  was  erected  back  of  Machinery  Hall  and  west  of  the 
Hydraulic  Annex.  It  contained  a  five-stamp  quartz  mill,  mining  implements  and  the 
display  of  mineralogical  specimens.  For  centuries  men  had  attempted  to  find  a  fully 
satisfactory  process  to  free  silverfrom  the  matrix.  The  crude  reduction  process  used 
in  California  and  Mexico  was  slow  and  inefficient.  Quartz  mills  were  developed  in 
Nevada  out  of  necessity  and  the  ingenuity  of  the  early  Comstock  miners.  They  were 
a  mechanical  adaption  of  the  arrastra  and  Mexican  patio  process  of  amalgamation. 
The  arrastra  crushed  the  ore  into  a  fine  pulp;  in  the  patio  process,  quicksilver,  salt 
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and  sulphate  of  copper  were  applied  to  moist  pulp  and  exposed  in  the  sun  and 
frequently  turned,  decomposing  the  silver  sulphides.  This  formed  the  amalgam- 
ation. Developed  over  a  period  of  two  years,  the  quartz  mill  performed  a  process 
in  six  hours  that  formally  required  up  to  six  weeks. 

The  quartz  mill  on  exhibit  in  Philadelphia  was  fully  operative,  and  although  having 
fewer  stamps,  was  not  unlike  those  used  to  process  ore  at  the  mines.  The  stamps 
were  supplied  ore  from  a  self-feeding  hopper,  which  reduced  the  ore  to  powder.  As 
the  powder  was  discharged,  it  was  dissolved  in  a  stream  of  water  and  carried  in  a 
trough  into  the  steam  heated  sheet-iron  amalgamator  where  quicksilver  was  added 
at  a  ratio  of  approximately  ten  percent  of  the  weight  of  the  ore.  The  mixture  was 
drawn  off  into  a  tank  and  stirred. 

In  this  process,  the  silver  was  attracted  to  the  quicksilver  and,  upon  being  seized 
by  the  latter,  the  two  were  carried  off  into  an  iron  vessel.  This  mixture  was  then 
placed  in  iron  pans  in  the  retort  and  heated.  The  quicksilver  escaped  from  the 
mixture  as  fumes  and  was  captured  for  subsequent  reuse.  Approximately  one  and 
one-half  pounds  of  quicksilver  was  lost  for  each  ton  of  ore  processed.  This 
concluded  the  reduction  process,  and  the  precious  metal  was  ready  for  shipment 
to  a  refinery. 


Quartz  Mill  and  Interior  of  the  Nevada  Building  at  the  1876 

Centennial  Exhibition 
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To  supply  the  quartz  mill,  48  tons  of  Nevada  silver  ore  was  shipped  in  bushel 
sacks  to  Philadelphia.  The  ore  was  collected  from  the  Belcher,  California,  Consoli- 
dated Virginia  and  Ophir  mines  of  Virginia  City.  After  processing  in  the  quartz  mill, 
the  silver  was  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners.  Silver  for  the  Nevada  Centennial 
Medals  came  from  this  ore. 

Alfred  T.  Goshorn,  director  general  of  the  Exhibition,  described  the  crushing  and 
amalgamating  of  ore  at  the  Nevada  quartz  mill  as  "something  not  seen  at  the 
London,  Paris  or  Vienna  Expositions."  The  president  of  the  Centennial  Board  of 
Finance,  John  Welch,  said,  "It  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the 
Exhibition." 

Unlike  the  official  Centennial  medals,  issued  under  authority  of  an  Act  of 
Congress,  the  Nevada  Centennial  medals  were  not  issued  pursuant  to  state 
legislation.  The  exact  circumstances  surrounding  the  issue  are  somewhat  vague. 
Inasmuch  as  the  1 875  statute  creating  the  State  Board  of  Centennial  Commission- 
ers is  silent  as  to  the  striking  of  a  medal,  it  is  probably  fair  to  presume  that  the  idea 
was  conceived  as  the  quartz  mill  project  progressed. 

For  a  state  in  which  mining  was  supreme,  there  could  be  no  more  logical 
memento  of  a  visit  to  the  quartz  mill  exhibit  than  a  silver  medal.  The  visitor  could 
watch  raw  Nevada  ore  crushed  and  amalgamated  and  see  the  silver  made  ready 
for  shipment  to  the  Mint.  For  a  nominal  fee  the  visitor  could  acquire  a  commemo- 
rative medal  made  from  silver  processed  in  that  very  mill  and  commemorating  the 
independence  of  the  republic. 

The  Nevada  state  board  contracted  for  the  preparation  of  the  dies  for  the  medal 
at  the  cost  of  $200.  William  Barber  of  the  U.S.  Mint  prepared  the  dies,  and  the 
medals  were  struck  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia.  Three  separate  lots  were  struck  at 
three  different  times.  The  first  delivery  of  1 350  pieces  was  made  on  June  20, 1 876, 
coincidental  with  the  meeting  of  the  National  Convention  of  Mining  Engineers. 

The  Nevada  Centennial  Commissioners  in  their  official  report  state  that  a  total  of 
2524  pieces  were  struck,  56  being  presentation  pieces  and  the  remainder  sold  to 
the  general  public  at  the  Nevada  Building.  Whether  the  56  presentation  pieces 
differed  from  those  sold  to  the  general  public  is  a  matter  of  speculation.  This  author 
has  examined  numerous  specimens  of  the  Nevada  medal,  and  with  but  one 
exception,  all  were  struck  on  planchets  of  a  uniform  thickness  of  2.7  mm.  One 
remarkable  prooflike  specimen  was  found  struck  on  a  thick  planchet  of  3.2  mm.  The 
author  is  of  the  opinion  thatthis  latter  specimen  is  a  presentation  piece.  Additionally, 
at  least  one  proof  copper  specimen  is  known  to  exist.  The  medals  are  38  mm  in 
diameter  with  a  plain  edge. 

Epilogue 

Nevada  was  the  only  state  in  the  Union  to  issue  an  1 876  Centennial  medal.  In  that 
national  centennial  year,  the  state  had  a  population  of  only  52,540  residents  and 
would  not  celebrate  twelve  years  of  statehood  until  a  few  days  before  the  closing 
of  the  1 876  United  States  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia.  Only  one  state  was 
younger  than  Nevada  in  1876,  yet  it  was  Nevada  that  eclipsed  her  sister  states  in 
the  field  of  numismatics  and  issued  a  classic  medal  that  has  become  known  as  the 
1876  Nevada  Centennial  Medal. 
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BETTER  DATES  #41 

Summer  clearance,  buy  or  bid!  My  inventory  is  at  its  lowest  in  quite  some  time, 
and  I  would  like  to  clean  it  out  and  start  again.  Despite  some  problems,  these 
coins  are  decent  pieces.  No  reasonable  offers  refused. 
DIMES 
1841 
1843 


VF,  GR-1 01 ,  repunched  date,  nice  $25 

Fine,  mottled  album  toning   12 

1 845-0  VG,  nice  medium  gray   29 

1847  VG,  date  imbedded  in  rock,  nice  16 

1848  XF-AU,  sharp,  lustrous    70 

1849  VG,  deep  album  toning   11 

1 852     VF,  repunched  52,  nice  gray ...  20 

1853-0  Choice  VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned  35 

1 856-S  VG,  plugged  at  1 2  o'clock   70 

1 856-S  VG,  circular  obverse  scratch ...  90 

1 856-S  XF,  sharp  but  rough  surfaces  . .  125 

1859-0  XF-AU,  bold  luster  under  toning  75 

1860     VF-XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned  ..  22 

1 860  XF,  old  cleaning,  a  few  small  marks  28 

1 861  XF,  obverse  of  1 860,  light  gray  .  30 
1863-S  XF,  cleaned,  retoned,  sharp  .. .  125 

1867     Fr- AG,  heavy  wear   295 

1873-S  VF,  cleaned,  Block  s,GR-102  . .  48 

1878-CC  F/G,  nice  gray    80 

1 881      Fine,  tiny  plug  at  1 2  o'clock  ...  1 20 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-CC  G/AG,  faint  graffitti    $32 


1875-CC  F-VF,  deep  gray,  wide  CC 
1875-CC  XF,  lustrous 

QUARTERS 


1 838  Abt.  XF,  old  cleaning,  nice  toning 

1 841  F-VF,  cleaned,  retoned,  a  few  digs 

1843  XF,  nice  light  gray  

1844-0  G-VG,  medium  gray,  scruffy  surfaces 

1844-0  AU-UNC,  bold  strike, 

deep  gray  toning  

1845  VG,  scruffy  surfaces   

1 845  Fine,  repunched  45,  obverse 

pin  scratches  

1845  Choice  AU,  lustrous,  bold  detail 

1847  Fine,  dirty  gray,  doubled  die  reverse 

1 847  XF-AU,  deep  album  toning,  old  scratch 

1850-O  VG,  nice  gray  

1 853-0  VF-XF,  cleaned,  retoned,  sharp 

1 855-S  Good,  cleaned,  bent  &  straightened 


85 
220 

$89 
69 
65 
12 

695 
16 

20 
240 
55 
50 
25 
75 
14 


QUARTERS 

861  -S  Good,  solder  removed  from 

central  obverse    $30 

873-S  G-VG,  medium  gray, 

weak  peripheries   24 

873-S   Choice  XF,  cleaned,  retoned, 

bold  detail    210 

VF-XF,  cleaned,  retoned,  sharp  90 


874-S 
879 
881 
881 


Proof,  perhaps  dipped    325 

VG-F,  nice  light  gray   185 

Abt.  F,  cleaned,  some 

old  hidden  scratches   150 

882     Choice  AU,  russet  golden  toning  380 

891-0  VG,  bent,  some  scattered  marks  80 

HALF  DOLLARS 

840  VG-F,  WB-1 04,  Small  Letters ...  $36 

841  VF,  cleaned,  a  few  tiny  marks . .  140 

844-  0  G-VG,  doubled  date,  nice  gray  .  595 

845-  0  Good,  cleaned,  retoning   14 

848  XF,  heavy  rim  nick  causes 

slight  bend   80 

849  AG+/G,  WB-103,  a  little  scruffy  22 
857-0  G+,  perfect  two  tone  gray   16 

860-  O  Choice  VF,  some  salt 

water  corrosion    26 

861-  0  Fair,  clear  date  and  mintmark . .  8 

864     VG,  medium  gray   30 

871      AU,  WB-1 02,  extra  1  in  rock  ...  155 

877-CC  Fair,  well  traveled   6 

880     Good,  old  obverse  scratch   160 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

850-O  G-VG,  perfect  two  tone  gray  .. .  $190 

853  Choice  XF,  cleaned,  retoning  . .  525 
853     Choice  AU,  perhaps  dipped,  luster  825 

859-S   F-VF,  some  small  initials   275 

864  VG-F,  obverse  dig,  a  few  stray  marks  180 
867     F-VF,  holed  and  plugged  at 

12  o'clock   165 

872-S  VF,  cleaned,  several  tiny  marks  360 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

877-CC  F-VF,  perfect  two  tone  gray ... .  $1 80 

ading.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  on  all 
iginal,  unopened  holders.  Lay  away  service 


Terms:  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  ANA  g 
orders.  10  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  o 

available.  Want  lists  solicited.  ALWAYS  BUYING  BETTER  DATES  AND  VARIETIES. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone  (415)  583-9908 
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A  Special  1846  Quarter 

by 

Ken  Cable 


In  April  I  attended  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  coin  auction  in  New  York  City  and 
purchased  the  only  Seated  quarter  presently  in  my  collection.  This  coin  is  a  beautiful 
1 846  business  strike  specimen  from  the  Eliasberg  collection  and  it  has  been  off  the 
numismatic  market  for  1 01  years.  It  was  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Mumford  collection 
which  found  a  home  in  the  inventory  of  the  New  York  Coin  &  Stamp  Company  during 
the  1 9th  century.  On  April  1 0, 1 896,  John  Clapp  purchased  this  piece  and  it  became 
part  of  the  estate  that  Eliasberg  acquired  in  1942. 

This  piece  is  unusual  in  many  respects.  It  is  not  an  example  of  a  scarce  date  with 
a  mintage  of  51 0,000  pieces,  but  for  some  reason  it  is  one  of  thefew  extant  mint  state 
business  strike  quarters  of  the  period  from  1 840  to  1 852.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  nearly 
as  many  proof  quarters  of  1 846  have  been  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC  as  mint  state 
specimens.  Before  I  viewed  the  Eliasberg  quarters,  I  had  seen  plenty  of  uncirculated 
Reduced  Size  Capped  Bust  quarters  but  comparatively  few  uncirculated  Seated 
quarters  before  1853. 

Q.  David  Bowers  described  this  coin  as  an  example  of  the  Briggs  2-D  variety. 
Aside  from  its  condition  rarity,  this  1846  quarter  is  well  struck  except  for  major 
weaknesses  on  the  lowerthree  horizontal  lines  of  the  reverse  shield.  The  eagle's  left 
wing  is  often  weak  on  Drapery  quarters  but  it  has  bold  full  detail  on  this  coin. 
However,  this  coin  displays  many  other  irregularities  in  its  strike  with  at  least  five 
independent  die  cracks.  I  have  never  seen  that  many  cracks  on  any  Seated  quarter 
before  1 853.  The  die  is  clearly  cracked  from  S8  through  the  top  of  the  staff  with  this 
crack  slicing  downward  through  the  middle  of  the  right  side  stars  and  ending  at  the 
upper  point  of  S1 3.  Possibly  this  same  crack  begins  lightly  at  S7,  is  obfuscated  by 
the  top  area  of  Liberty's  head,  and  picks  up  again  at  the  back  of  the  head  and 
extends  on  to  S8.  Light  cracks  also  enjoin  S1 ,  S2  and  S3  as  well  as  S5  and  S6  on 
the  left.  Yet  another  break  is  noted  at  the  left  rim  that  runs  through  the  bottom  of  the 
digits  in  the  date,  through  Liberty's  feet,  and  ends  at  the  right  rim.  Bowers  noted  a 
misplaced  numeral  6  below  the  ball  of  the  6  in  the  date.  This  extra  6  is  clearly  visible 
under  a  17x  loupe. 

On  the  reverse,  there  is  a  very  wayward  die  crack  running  through  most  of  the 
letters  in  the  legends,  forming  a  very  irregular  enclosure.  Other  small  cracks  are 
noted.  Upon  close  inspection,  this  piece  appears  to  be  of  such  a  late  die  state  that 
the  die  may  have  shattered  after  this  coin  was  struck. 
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Regarding  the  state  of  preservation  of  this  piece,  the  obverse  boasts  a  steel  gray, 
satiny  texture,  and  few  distractions.  The  reverse  has  a  similar  toning  pattern  but  it 
also  exhibits  a  root  beer  color  tracing  the  devices  and  lettering.  This  effect  may  be 
the  result  of  storage  in  wooden  holders  for  55  years  by  Eliasberg.  The  reverse  also 
shows  the  aforementioned  weak  strike  on  the  shield  that  is  often  seen  on  late  die 
state  quarters  of  this  period.  This  weakness  in  the  horizontal  stripes  is  often 
confused  with  wear.  This  is  understandable  because  the  horizontal  lines  on  the 
eagle's  shield  were  high  on  the  coin's  plane  and  subject  to  friction.  I  sent  this  coin 
to  NGC  and  it  came  back  graded  MS-64,  with  the  Eliasberg  pedigree  on  the  insert. 
That  makes  it  a  condition  census  specimen  as  a  business  strike,  with  a  combined 
PCGS/NGC  population  of  7  pieces  with  only  one  graded  higher  at  MS-65.  Perhaps 
if  not  for  the  weaknesses  in  the  horizontal  stripes  and  some  disturbance  above  the 
eagle's  head,  this  coin  may  have  graded  MS-65. 

Probably  the  most  intriguing  feature  of  this  quarter  is  that  I  have  never  seen  such 
a  blundered  Seated  coin  of  any  denomination  even  though  I  have  studied  Seated 
material  of  all  denominationsfrom  1 836  to  1 852  and  seen  multiple  specimens  of  the 
same  date  with  the  same  die  cracks.  By  1 846  the  minting  technology  had  advanced 
in  comparison  to  the  1 790s  so  that  this  coin  would  have  to  be  classified  as  a  major 
aberration.  This  coin  had  to  be  one  of  the  last  1 846  quarters  of  the  2-D  die  variety 
struck  at  the  mint. 

I  have  seen  very  little  printed  material  about  die  varieties  of  Seated  quarters.  I 
would  be  interested  if  anyone  has  additional  information  about  late  die  state  1846 
quarters.  I  wonder  if  perhaps  Clapp  or  Mumford  recognized  the  unusual  features 
of  this  coin  over  a  century  ago  and  held  it  back  from  circulation  for  this  reason.  After 
all,  back  then  this  coin  was  just  an  ordinary  quarter. 


■jy. 


LSCC  Annual  Meeting 

The  24th  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  106th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention 
will  be  held  at  the  New  York  Marriott  Marquis  Hotel  in  New  York  City  from  July  30th 
to  August  3rd  1 997.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00  am  on  Thursday 
July  31  st  in  the  Duffy/Columbia  Room  at  the  Marriott  Marquis  Hotel.  Please  try  to 
attend.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this  year's  election  of 
Officers,  an  announcement  of  the  article  selected  as  the  bestto  appear  in  the  journal 
during  the  last  year,  a  short  business  meeting  and  an  opportunity  for  members  to 
exchange  information  on  Seated  coins. 

The  business  meeting  will  include  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  by  the 
club  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  setting  of  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  report  on 
the  sale  of  the  collective  volumes.  Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the  discussion 
on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can  have  a  brisk,  informative 
session.  There  will  be  copies  of  the  Fourth  Collective  Volume  available  for  inspection 
and  purchase  at  the  meeting. 

The  Editor 
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HALF  DIMES 

1854  VF-30+,  nice   $20 

1855  VF+,  nice  toning   18 

1856  XF+,  good  luster   45 

1857  XF,  reverse  die  chip   40 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date,  F+   60 

DIMES 

1838-  0  No  Stars,  0/0,  VG,  nice    $40 

1838  VF+,  GR-101,  doubled  die  rev. .  40 

1839-  0  VG+,  GR-102,  rim  ding   15 

1840-  O  XF,  Medium  0,  A-2    100 

1840-O  VF+,  Medium  0,  A-2   55 

1840-  O  VF+,  Small  o,  GR-101,  nice  ...  50 

1841-  0  A-5,  VF/XF    40 

1841-0  A-5.XF   80 

1842  AU.A-3,  nice   175 

1843  3/3,  A-5,  AU58/MS63    300 

1843  Recut  Date,  MS-60+  +  ,  original  375 

1845     VF,  choice    19 

1848     VG+,nice   12 

1 849-0  VF,  Small  o,  GR-102,  nice   70 

1850     VG,  problem  free   10 

1851-0  VF,  original  and  scarce   75 

1854     XF-40+,  heavy  date   30 

1854-0  Good   8 

1856  Small  Date,  XF-45,  doubled  die  obv.  95 

1 856  VF,  Small  Date,  blue  &  purple . .  16 

1856-  0  56/56,  VF+,  Large  0,  GR-102..  25 

1857  VG+   9 

1857-  0  XF,  Medium  0,  lustrous   75 

1857-0  VF+,  Medium  0,  choice   35 

1859  AU-58+,  beautiful   225 

1859  XF-45+, choice& lustrous  ....  120 

1860  MS-60+  +  ,  needle  sharp   250 


DIMES 

1860-S  F++,  cleaned    $47 

1864-S  VF+,  blue  &  pink   90 

1867  AU-58+   1900 

1868  XF   50 

1869  AG   7 

1870-S  AG,  rare   95 

1872  Fine,  2  in  base   12 

1873  Recut  Date,  NA,VF,  GR-101  ...  40 

1873-  S   XF-45 +,  Blocks   275 

1874-  S  Fine,  Block  s,  nice   50 

1874-S  VG/G,  Thin  s,  scarce   20 

1875     Fine,  1  in  denticles   65 

1875     Love  token,  plugged   10 

1 876-  CC  DDO,  F+ ,  GR-1 01 ,  Rev  A   50 

1877  Type  II  rev,  XF,  DDR    38 

1877-  S  VG+/G,  scarce   15 

1878  VG,  1878/8,  unlisted    50 

1886     86/86,  XF,  GR-101,  nice   27 

1886     XF,  choice    20 

1887-S   MS-63+,  sharp   275 

1889     AU-55,  choice   65 

1889  XF   20 

1890  VG+/G,  extra  digit  in  gown  ... .  40 

1890  XF+,  pretty  toning   22 

1 891  VF,  GR-1 01 ,  digit  in  denticles  . .  35 

1891      XF+,  nice  colors    25 

1891  Recut  Date,  AU-59,  GR-1 03. .. .  215 

1891-0  XF,  lightly  cleaned   22 

1891-S  XF-45,  Medium  S,  nice    45 

QUARTERS 

1855     AU-55,  lightly  cleaned   $130 

1855-S  VG,  scarce   50 


TERMS:  1 0  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders. 
Many  other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2,  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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A  New  Doubled  Die  1850-O  Half  Dollar 


by 

Dick  Osburn 

Recently,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  an  opportunity  to  purchase  a  nice 
partial  set  of  Seated  half  dollars  in  mostly  XF  to  MS  condition.  I  purchased  the  set 
after  noting  several  scarce  and  unusual  varieties  among  the  50  pieces.  One  of  these 
pieces  was  an  1 850-O  coin  with  an  unusual  tine  off  the  first  digit  of  the  date.  This 
variety  is  similar  to  the  1 856  WB-1 03  half  dollar  which  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert 
denote  as  a  Spiked  1  variety.  I  had  never  seen  this  feature  on  an  1 850-O  coin  before 
I  purchased  this  piece. 

When  I  examined  the  coin  under  a  microscope  I  discovered  an  additional  feature 
of  the  coin.  The  obverse  die  is  clearly  doubled.  The  doubling  is  unusual  in  that  it 
shows  up  only  on  the  horizontal  and  vertical  shield  lines.  The  most  visible  doubling 
is  on  the  right  edge  of  the  shield,  the  two  vertical  stripes  on  the  right,  and  the  right 
half  of  the  horizontal  shield  lines. 

My  coin  is  a  nice  mint  state  piece.  I  believe  that  the  doubled  shield  features  would 
be  hard  to  detect  on  anything  less  than  a  strong  XF  coin,  although  the  spike  off  the 
1  should  be  visible  even  on  low  grade  specimens.  The  strike  is  a  little  weak  on  the 
5th  to  8th  stars,  on  the  1 2th  and  1 3th  stars  and  on  the  hair  above  the  forehead.  This 
coin  is  an  early  strike  of  this  variety,  with  no  die  breaks  or  other  signs  of  wear  to  the 


1850-O  Half  Dollar  with  Tine  Off  First  Digit 
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dies.  There  are  very  light  clash  marks  within  the  reverse  shield  and  in  the  obverse 
drapery  below  the  elbow.  The  mintmark  is  high  and  slightly  right  of  the  normal 
position.  I  have  another  coin  which  has  the  same  reverse  in  a  later  state,  paired  with 
a  different  obverse. 

I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  other  club  members  who  may  have 
additional  information  on  this  variety  or  other  1 850-O  half  dollars.  I  can  be  reached 
as  follows:  Dick  Osburn,  1 7  Harbor  Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565. 1  can  be  reached 
by  telephone  at  (281)  334-2476. 


1850-O  Half  Dollar  with  Doubled  Shield  Stripes 

Liberty  Seated  Coins  for  Sale 

QUARTERS 

1868-S    VG-F  detail  but  rough  and  porous,  net  Good   $45.50 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1854       EF,  dark   $110.00 

1866-S     No  Motto,  VG    100.00 

1868-S     VF+   55.00 

1875-S     NGCMS-62,  natural  darker  toning,  nice  RPM   450.00 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842       NGCAU-55,  orange-gray  toning,  die  cracks/cuds  along  rim   $650.00 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed.  30  Day  Return  Privilege.  Please  include  $4.00 
for  postage  and  handling  for  coins  under  $500. 

TIPSICO  COIN  LLC  •  LSCC#1345 

P.O.  Box  1128  •  North  Bend,  Oregon  97459 
Telephone  (541)  756-7111  •  10AM  -  4PM  Pacific  Time 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  own  an  1 875-S  proof  like  twenty  cent  piece  that  matches  the  proof  diagnostics 
listed  by  R.B.  White  in  his  article  in  the  Numismatist  in  1974,  by  Roy  Rauch  in  his 
article  in  Issue  #3  of  the  journal  and  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  encyclopedia.  My  coin 
is  presently  in  a  PCGS  AU-55  holder.  This  coin  is  clearly  circulated  although  it 
retains  fully  mirrored  fields,  broad  rims  and  full  knife  rims  on  both  sides.  Jack 
Beymer  examined  the  coin  and  stated  that  it  might  be  a  proof  but  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  authenticate  due  to  wear.  The  coin  is  fully  struck  and  similar  in 
appearance  to  circulated  proof  only  issue  coins  that  I  own. 

I  am  not  sure  if  I  can  conclude  that  my  coin  is  a  proof  because  it  was  struck  from 
the  known  proof  dies,  or  whether  it  is  an  early  business  strike  made  from  proof  dies 
that  were  later  used  to  produce  business  strikes.  There  seems  to  be  no  consensus 
on  whether  the  1 875-S  proof  dies  were  ever  used  to  produce  business  strikes 
although  Breen  seems  to  indicate  that  they  were  later  used  for  this  purpose. 

Any  help  that  can  be  provided  by  club  members  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 
I  can  be  contacted  through  the  editor  or  by  E-mail  at  karenml@rahul.net. 

Mike  Locke 
LSCC  #1636 

I  own  an  1 855-0  half  dollar  in  XF  condition  that  exhibits  halos  around  the  stars 
as  indicated  by  Wiley  &  Bugert  in  their  reference  book  on  the  Seated  half  dollar 
series.  However  my  coin  has  what  appears  to  be  a  double  halo  on  many  stars  ,  on 
all  digits  in  the  date,  on  the  arm,  cap  and  pole,  and  on  the  head,  arm  and  rock  on 
the  left  side.  All  star  halos  are  directed  toward  Liberty  and  away  from  the  denticles 
while  the  date  halo  is  directed  away  from  Liberty  and  toward  the  denticles.  The 
reverse  has  halos  but  these  are  minimal  compared  to  those  on  the  obverse.  Several 
stars  appear  to  have  triple  halos  or  possibly  they  are  recut  with  halos.  Has  anybody 
ever  clarified  the  distinction  between  recut  stars  and  haloed  stars?  I  have  had 
difficulty  distinguishing  between  these  two  defects.  I  would  appreciate  any  informa- 
tion that  any  club  member  can  provide  on  this  subject. 

Delmer  Harrison 
LSCC  #802 

It  would  help  tremendously  if  club  members  would  add  arrows  to  their  photo- 
graphs when  describing  a  specific  die  characteristic  in  their  article.  Nothing  is  worse 
than  hunting  for  that  misplaced  digit  or  die  crack  and  not  being  able  to  readily 
identify  its  location.  Hopefully,  a  more  comprehensive  use  of  arrows  will  make  it 
easier  to  locate  hidden  features  on  pictures  appearing  in  the  journal. 

Bill  Fivaz 
LSCC  #252 


52 


rv 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

|_ib£rt»  Seated  Ooluctors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □       MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $1 5.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 
^  Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1866-S  No  Motto 
Half  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are1 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating; 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


